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The recent earthquake in Haiti has affected
millions of people and nearly half of those
people are children. Thousands have died
and many more have been left homeless.
UNICEF has worked in Haiti since 1949 and
is committed to meeting the immediate
needs of women and children in Haiti.

Before a disaster strikes UNICEF is ready
with lifesaving supplies so that it can
respond quickly. After any crisis, our eld
workers are often the rst on the scene
to provide children with clean water,
food, shelter and health care. Haiti is the
poorest country in the Americas and was
already facing a challenging situation prior
to the earthquake. More than half of the
population lives on less the $1 a day and
Haitian families were already impacted
by the hurricane season of 2008 and the
world food crisis.

UNICEF’s Response

Haitians immediately need food, housing,
safe water and sanitation. Unless clean
water and sanitation services are delivered
to children and their families, disease
will follow. UNICEF has delivered critical
supplies to Port-au-Prince, the capital of
Haiti, and the surrounding areas to assist
with recovery efforts, including clean
water and sanitation, food, medicine
and temporary shelter. UNICEF will also
be reuniting boys and girls who have

and protecting them from harm. Within
two days of the disaster, UNICEF delivered
10,000 tarps, 4,600 water containers,

5.5 million water-puri cation tablets and
other supplies to meet the basic needs

of up to 10,000 families. As relief efforts
continue, UNICEF wiill use its of ce inthe
neighboring country of the Dominican
Republic to send basic and vital
emergency materials.

In the coming days and weeks, UNICEF
will continue to deliver essential medicines,
water puri cation tablets, portable toilets,
soap, cooking utensils, blankets, School-in-
a-Box kits, emergency nutrition services,
immunization services, telecommunication
systems, and more to aid in the relief
efforts. As the relief and recovery efforts
continue, UNICEF will be there to help
children and their families rebuild. UNICEF
is giving Haitian children the chance to
survive thanks to the generous support

of donors and partners alike.

The challenges are huge. But with a
worldwide goal of reducing the number
of needless child deaths to zero, UNICEF
is well poised to respond to save children s
lives in any emergency. UNICEF will stay
to help provide long-term recovery to

the children and families that survive

this crisis.



