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Unit Overview Measuring Success: The Millennium Development Goals is designed
for use with high school students. The content can be adapted for use
with older or younger students. The three-day lesso n is designed to:

1.Introduce the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) and 
understand the interconnections among them

2.Assess world progress in reaching the MDGs

3.Understand some of the ways young people in develop ing and
developed countries are taking action on behalf of the MDGs

Lesson 1:Students are introduced to the Millennium Developme nt
Goals and investigate the interconnections among them.

Lesson 2:Students evaluate the Òstate of the planetÓ by examining
data showing progress on the MDGs.

Lesson 3:Students examine the role of young people in addressing
the MDGs.

Background The Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) incorporate the key
objectives hammered out at conferences organized by the United
Nations in the 1990s. The Millennium Declaration wa s agreed to by
world leaders in September 2000. The eight MDGs focus on different
dimensions of extreme poverty and set 2015 as the date by which
they should be achieved.

The following are the MDGs to be reached by 2015.

Goal 1:End extreme poverty and hunger

Reduce the number of people living on less than $1 a day by half and
reduce the number of people suffering from hunger by half.

Measuring Success: The Millennium
Development Goals (MDGs)
Unit Overview
SUBJECT: Social Studies (with multidisciplinary connections)
LEVEL: High School

TeachersÕ Tip
While this unit was designed to 
be done over three consecutive
days, feel free to customize it 
to fit your specific curriculum
schedule.



Goal 2:Achieve universal primary education

Make sure that every boy and girl in the world can complete elementary
school.

Goal 3:Promote gender equality and empower women

Work to make sure that girls can go to school and that women have
the opportunity to make choices in their lives.

Goal 4:Reduce child mortality

Reduce the number of deaths of young children by two-thirds.

Goal 5:Improve maternal health

Improve the health of mothers before and just after their babies are
born and reduce the number of maternal deaths by three-quarters.

Goal 6:Combat HIV/AIDS, malaria, and other diseases

Fight diseases like HIV/AIDS and malaria that can be prevented and
treated.

Goal 7:Ensure environmental sustainability

Make sure that the environment is protected for people now and in
the future. Reduce by half the number of people wit hout clean drinking
water and sanitation.

Goal 8:Develop a global partnership for development

Help to create better, fairer business and trade opportunities that
reduce poverty and help young people find employment.

UNICEFÕs Role UNICEF is working to promote and protect childrenÕs rights and their
well-being. To reach the Millennium Development Goals, UNICEF is
partnering with other UN agencies and global organizations around
the world.

UNICEF works to help:

Q Provide basic child health care, like vaccines

Q Deliver fresh water and basic medical supplies in emergencies

Q Promote early childhood learning and better access to childhood
education

Q Improve the quality of education

Q Combat disease, such as HIV/AIDS, malaria, and polio

Q Strengthen schools, communities, and families so they can help
children affected by disease, including orphans
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TeachersÕ Tip
To read more about UNICEFÕs
work toward meeting the MDGs,
go to http://www .unicef.org/mdg/.

To access the most recent edition
of UNICEFÕs The State of the
WorldÕs Children, go to
http://www .unicef.org/publications/
index.htmland click on the SOWC
image.

TeachersÕ Tip
If a URL in this document appears
on two lines, the link may not 
activate. Copy and paste the 
URL on one line into your browser.



Evaluation/
Assessment Students will be evaluated based on their:

Q Participation in class and small-group discussions

Q Ability to answer questions about the Millennium De velopment
Goals and summarize ideas for tackling them

Q Ability to interpret data and use the information t o create collaborative
maps and back up assertions in discussion 

Interdisciplinary
Connections MATH: Students can create graphic representations of statistical 

indicators to better understand and monitor the progress toward the
MDGs. For information on monitoring and statistics, go to
http://www .unicef.org/statistics/index_24287.html .

SCIENCE/HEALTH: Students investigate UNICEFÕs Òsix-cent lifesaving
treatmentÓ that has saved tens of millions of lives. The treatment 
is oral rehydration salts, and information can be found at
http://www .unicef.org/sowc96/joral.htm . Students can prepare 
a report and share the information with the class.

A group of students can also prepare a presentation on eradicating
polio using information from UNICEF at
http://www .unicef.org/immunization/index_polio.html .

Another group could research and report on the connections
between water and the transmission of disease at
http://www .unicef.org/voy/explore/wes/explore_1916.html.

ART: Students can create posters, comic books, murals, and other
art projects presenting the Millennium Development Goals to different
audiences. They can read about how UN volunteers in Honduras 
created murals (ÒA brush of hopeÑUNVÕs MDG art campaign 
wraps-up in TegucigalpaÓ) at
http://www .unv.org/en/news-resources/news/doc/a-brush-of-hope.html.
Find more MDG art connections at
http://www .undp.org/mdg/advocacy_splini.shtml

LANGUAGE ARTS: Through a class newsletter, PowerPoint program,
or postings to the school website, students can edu cate classmates
about UNICEFÕs work advancing the Millennium Development Goals.
They can use information from the Millennium CampaignÕs Youth
Action Guide to advocate for action on the Millenni um Development
Goals through letters to the editor of school and local papers.

They can also team up to make oral presentations about the
Millennium Development Goals to government of ficials and other
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community leaders. Find the Youth Action Guide as a link on the
ÒWhoÕs Doing WhatÓ page of the Millennium Campaign at
http://www .millenniumcampaign.org/site/pp.asp?c=grKVL2NLE&b=260482.

Service Learning
Projects The best service learning projects are developed and initiated by 

students themselves. They can be done on an individual basis or 
in small groups. Ambitious projects can involve a class or even the
whole school. Any service learning project can involve people of all
ages. Some suggested service learning projects for Measuring
Success: The Millennium Development Goals are listed below.

1.Educating the Community
Students can collect healthy recipes made from inex pensive ingredients,
research best practices in food storage and preparation, and publish
this information in Nutrition News , a desktop-published brochure.
They can distribute Nutrition News to community members through
libraries, food banks, community centers, and clinics. 

2.Art Work
High school students can team up with elementary sc hool students 
to create a mural promoting the elimination of pover ty and hunger
(MDG #1) in the community, the nation, and the world.

3.Keep Our Water Clean
Students can research, write, and illustrate a flyer outlining simple
things people can do to maintain or restore water in your  community,
county, state, or region.

National StandardsAll TeachUNICEF lesson plans are designed to be in line with 
national standards. For more detail, refer to the national standards
section at the back of this lesson or to the additional resources at
www .teachunicef.org.
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Lesson
The Millennium Development Goals
TOTAL TIME: 45 Minutes

Objectives Students will:

Q Consider the dimensions of world poverty

Q Learn about the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs)

Q Discover connections among the MDGs

Session Plan Q OPENING ACTIVITY: 5 Minutes

Q INTRODUCING THE MDGs: 7 Minutes

Q CONNECTING THE MDGs: Counting the Ripples from MDG 7:
10 Minutes

Q IMAGINING THE FUTURE: Promoting a Quick Win: 23 Minutes

Vocabulary Q Child mortality Q Gender equality

Q Extreme poverty Q Sustainable development

Materials NeededQ Blackboard/whiteboard, pens (or pencils)

Q A one-dollar bill (to display)

Q The ÒMillennium Development Goals and TargetsÓ (Handout #1)

Q ÒConnectionsÓ (Handout #2) 

Q ÒQuick WinsÓ (Handout #3)

Setup Q Post several copies of Handout #1a, ÒThe Millennium Development
GoalsÓ (MDGs) around the classroom.
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Opening Activity DIRECTIONS:
1.Hold up a dollar bill. Ask students how much food t hey could buy
with that dollar. Then ask if they could live on that amount of food for
very long.

2.Now ask them to estimate how many people around the world
are living on less than $1 a dayÑa definition of extreme poverty. 
Put all the estimates on the blackboard/whiteboard. 

3.Take a vote to see which of the estimates most of the students
agree with. Compare studentsÕ estimates with the current estimate
of 980 million people living in extreme poverty. Express this number
as a percentage of the total world population (get the exact numbers
for U.S. and world populations on any given day at
www .census.gov/main/www/popclock.html ).

4.Contrast this number with the total population of t he United
States (roughly 300 million).

5.Point out that concern about the extent of world poverty led the
United Nations members to take action in 2000.

Introducing 
the MDGs DIRECTIONS:

1.Before distributing Handout #1, provide students wi th the following
background information:

In 2000, 189 world leaders came together at UN Headquarters in
New York to discuss how they could work together to  eradicate
extreme poverty in the world. As a result of this meeting, eight goals,
referred to as the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), were
established to address different dimensions of poverty.

The MDGs are ways to measure progress that is being made to 
eradicate extreme poverty. The first goal, for example, is to cut the
proportion of people living in extreme poverty (i.e., people living on
less than $1 a day) in half by 2015. Periodically, surveys are taken 
all over the world to measure the progress that is being made in
achieving this goal.

2.Distribute Handout #1. Have student volunteers read Handout #1
aloud. Address any questions or comments students may have about
the MDGs and targets. Point out that there are other targets that are
not included on Handout #1.

3.Ask: Who is responsible for meeting these goals by 2015? Explain
that both developing and developed nations have responsibilities for
meeting the MDGs. 
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TeachersÕ Tip
Students can learn about the
MDGs and targets online at the
UN Development ProgramÕs
Millennium Development Goals
(MDG Targets and Indicators)
website:
http://www .undp.org/mdg/goallist.
shtml.



Connecting 
the MDGs Counting the Ripples from MDG 7

DIRECTIONS:
1.Explain that in many cases, steps toward reaching one MDG have a
positive effect on other MDGs. Read aloud MDG 7 and  Target 10. Goal 7:
Ensure environmental sustainability; Target 10: Halve by 2015 the
proportion of people without sustainable access to safe drinking water.

Tell students that MDG 7, Target 10, is the example they will use to
see how progress on one goal can have a positive impact on many
other goals.

2.Distribute Handout #2 and have students work in pai rs to 
complete it.

3.Ask for volunteers to explain how MDG 7, Target 10, connects
with other MDGs. Encourage students to look for mor e connections
among other MDGs as you continue studying this topi c.

4.Students should have made some of the following con nections:

Q Increasing access to clean water (MDG 7, Target 10) would
reduce the number of children who die from waterborne 
diseases each year (MDG 4), which would also it make it 
possible for more children and more girls to go to school
(MDGs 2 and 3).

Q This would help halt or reverse the spread of HIV/AIDS since
school is often the only place that children learn about how to
prevent this disease from spreading (MDG 6). 

Q Girls who finish primary school earn higher incomes, have
healthier children (MDG 4 again), thereby reducing poverty
(MDG 1), and are more likely to seek medical assistance when
they need it, which would help improve maternal hea lth (MDG 5).

Imagining
the Future Promoting a ÒQuick Win!Ó

DIRECTIONS:
1.Divide students in small groups of 3Ð4 (depending on the size of
the class).

2.Before distributing Handout #3, tell students that reaching the
MDGs requires many different kinds of effort by many different
organizations and individuals. Some projects take years; others can
be launched quickly and have an immediate impact. They are about
to consider a number of actions with very high potential that can be
immediately implemented. These are called Quick Wins.
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TeachersÕ Tip
Students can find out more about
UN Quick Wins online at
http://www .unmillenniumproject.org/
resources/qa8_e.htm.



3.Distribute Handout #3. 

4.After 15 minutes, invite students to share their choice of projects
and slogans with the class, pointing out each projectÕs connection
with the MDGs. Members of groups that do not finish in the time
allotted can complete Handout #3 individually for homework.

Homework Group members who did not complete Handout #3 can continue
working on it for homework.
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Lesson
Assessing Progress on the MDGs
TOTAL TIME: 45 Minutes

Objectives Students will:

Q Interpret graphic and written information describing the progress
of different regions of the world in meeting the MDGs

Q Summarize their findings to the class

Session Plan Q OPENING ACTIVITY: 3 Minutes

Q CONNECTING: MAPPING WORLD PROGRESS ON MDGs: 
20 Minutes

Q ASSESSING: REPORTING WORLD PROGRESS ON MDGs: 
20 Minutes

Q HOMEWORK: 2 Minutes

Materials NeededQ Handout #4, ÒWorld Map: UN Regional GroupingsÓ, one per group

Q Up-to-date student world atlases (one per group)

Q Handout #5

Q Blackboard/whiteboard 

Q Colored pencils or markers

Q Blank 3 x 5 note cards, five per group

Q Large sheets of newsprint or poster board, 16Óx 24Ó, one per group

Q Pens (or pencils)

Q Masking tape

Q Easel to display student work (optional)

Vocabulary Q Intergenerational

Q Maleria

Q Maternal mortality

Q Treated bed nets

Q Tuberculosis

Set Up Q Display a large world map and encourage students to use it to
identify the different regions shown on Handout #4.
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Q Post Handout #1a, the Millennium Development Goals,  again.

Q Divide class into eight groups, one for each of the MDGs. Each
groupÕs members will be responsible for reporting on the progress
of one of the MDGs, based on information about world regions in
Handout #5.

Q Provide each group with a sheet of newsprint, 3 x 5 note cards,
tape, and Handout #4. Make available copies of Handout #5aÐh 
as follows: give copies of Handout #5a to Group 1, Handout #5b 
to Group 2, and so on through Handout #5h to Group 8.

Opening Activity DIRECTIONS:
1.Have students gather in their groups.

2.Write on chalkboard: Are the Millennium Goals Achievable?
Invite students to express their opinions. 

3.Share the following information: Although the world has the
resources to achieve the Millennium Development Goals, it does 
not always have the political will to use them towa rd this end. 

One main objective of the MDGs is eradication of extreme poverty
and the 2015 target of cutting in half the proporti on of people living
on less than $1 a day. The UN finds that the world is on track to
meet this target goal by 2015. This is due primarily to enormous
gains in economic growth occurring in South and East Asia. 

However, in sub-Saharan Africa, the rate of extreme poverty is 
stuck at around 44% of the regionÕs population. This points out the
importance of looking beyond the global trends and examining each
region individually to get a more accurate sense of the progress that
is being made.

4.State that for todayÕs activity, each group will assess the progress
toward one of the MDGs.

Connecting Mapping World Progress on MDGs
DIRECTIONS:
1.Instruct group members to tape their regional map to a large sheet
of newsprint or poster board.

2.Then instruct them to use the information on Handout #5aÐh to
record updates about progress on their MDG in each region. Point
out that they will be using both graphs and text to determine
progress on their MDG in different regions. Note that in most cases
they will not have data for all 10 regions.
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TeachersÕ Tip
The group reporting on MDG 1
will be dealing with information
about both poverty and hunger,
so more students should be
assigned to this group.
Alternatively, divide into two
groups, 1A and 1B, making 
a total of nine.



3.Group membersÕ tasks include: locating the pertinent regions on
their small map, figuring out the update information for each region,
recording the update on a note card (one for each region), positioning
and taping completed cards on the newsprint or poster board, and
drawing a line connecting the card to the region.

Assessing Reporting World Progress on MDGs
DIRECTIONS:
1.Have each group report on their findings about progress on the
MDG they investigated, starting with Group 1.

2.If possible have students display their completed p osters on the
easel when it is their turn to speak.

Homework DIRECTIONS:
Ask students to reflect in writing about the following topics:

Q What are some things young people can do to alert people to the
importance of achieving the MDGs?

Q How is education a key to helping people break out of poverty?

Extension
Activities Have students create customized statistical tables related 

to childrenÕs health and education in a country of their choice. 
They can follow the instructions on this site:
http://www .unicef.org/sowc06/statistics/database.php. 
Students can present their findings to the class.
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Lesson
Young People Tackle the MDGs
TOTAL TIME: 45 Minutes

Session Plan Q OPENING ACTIVITY: 5 Minutes

Q ANALYZING INFORMATION: UNICEF VOICES OF YOUTH: 25 Minutes

Q IMAGINING THE FUTURE: WHAT WE CAN DO: 15 Minutes

Materials NeededQ Wall map of the world

Q Handout #6aÐd

Q Handout #7

Q Pens or pencils; 3 x 5 note cards

Q Extension Activity: ÒBreak the Cycle GameÓ (Handout #8aÐd)

Vocabulary Q Cohort

Q Debt relief

Q Manga

Q White Paper (Australia)

Setup Q Write the following on the chalkboard under the heading:
Responsibilities for Reaching the MDGs .

Opening Activity DIRECTIONS:
1.Discuss the chart of responsibilities. Students should understand
that both developed and developing countries have to accept 
responsibility for achieving the MDGs.
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Q Provide aid 
Q Reduce tariffs
Q Provide debt relief 
Q Develop work for youth
Q Provide access to affordable

essential drugs
Q Share the benefits of new

technologies

Q Do away with governmental
corruption 

Q Involve the poor
Q Respect citizensÕ rights
Q Provide public services
Q Develop work for youth

DEVELOPING COUNTRIES DEVELOPED COUNTRIES



2.Ask: Do young people (under 25) have a bigger stake in reaching
the MDGs than older adults? Allow time for students to express their
opinions.

3.Explain to the class that people of all ages in countries in all parts
of the world are working toward achieving the Mille nnium Development
Goals by 2015. Today they will be learning about young peopleÕs
activities on behalf of the MDGs in four countries: Senegal, Vietnam,
Australia, and the USA. Ask: Which of these are considered developing
countries? (Vietnam and Senegal.)

4.Invite volunteers to locate all four countries on the classroom
world map.

Analyzing
Information Young People Around the World Tackle the MDGs

DIRECTIONS:
1.Divide the class into four groups and distribute copies of Handout
#6a to Group 1 members, Handout #6b to Group 2 members, and so
on. Distribute copies of Handout #7 to members of all four groups.

2.Have each group read Handout #6 and complete Handout #7.

3.Invite a representative from each group to explain the program
that his or her group focused on.

4.Discuss the following questions from Handout #7 with the entire
class:

1. The Australia reading described an action taken by 200 young
people. The Chicago group is even smaller. Although there are
other groups working hard to achieve the MDGs in these and
other developed countries, much more awareness is needed.
What strategies could increase awareness of MDGs in developed
countries? 

2. Young people in Vietnam successfully promoted the MDGs with
live concerts, musical competitions, and TV show appearances.
How could this strategy of media/pop culture outreach be used 
in other developing countries? In developed countries?

Imagining the 
Future What We Can Do

DIRECTIONS:
1.Brainstorm ways for your class to spread the word about the
MDGs in your school or community. Consider designing a poster or
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TeachersÕ Tip
You and your students can find
more stories by young people 
at the UNICEF Voices of Youth
website:
http://www .unicef.org/voy/explore/
wes/explore_2706.html.



flyer, a video, a podcast, a posting on the school website, a song, 
or a mural that expresses the importance of the MDGs. Have 
students think about how they would respond to each idea. Ask
them to consider what would attract the attention o f other students
or community members?

2.Outside of class, encourage interested students to develop a
presentation of your classÕs ideas for school administrators. Once the
project is launched in school, consider taking it to local officials and
reaching out to the larger community.

Extension ActivityPlay: Break The CycleÑA Board Game
1.Introduce the board game as a tool for students to learn about the
issue of a countryÕs breaking the cycle of poverty. The game highlights
some of the ways in which UNICEF and donors from developed
countries help countries reach the MDGs.

2.Break the students into small groups of 3Ð4 students (depending
on the size of the class). Distribute one copy of t he instructions on
how to play the Break the Cycle board game (Handout #8a) along
with a copy of the board game (Handout #8b), four UNICEF cards
(Handout #8c), and five Opportunity cards (Handout #8d) to each
group.

Investigate The Least Developed Countries
Individual or small groups of students can research information about
one or more of the 31 countries that are classified  as Least Developed
Countries (LDCs). Ask students to suggest what is n eeded for their
assigned country or countries to emerge from the cycle of poverty.
Have students share their country profiles with the whole class.
Information can be found on the UN website: http://www .un.org/ohrlls/.

The Least Developed Countries include: Afghanistan, Angola,
Bangladesh, Benin, Bhutan, Burkina Faso, Burundi, Cambodia, Cape
Verde, Central African Republic, Chad, Comoros, Democratic Republic
of the Congo, Djibouti, Equatorial Guinea, Eritrea, Ethiopia, Gambia,
Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Haiti, Kiribati, Lao PeopleÕs Democratic
Republic, Lesotho, Liberia, Madagascar, Malawi, Maldives, Mali,
Mauritania, Myanmar, Nepal, Niger, Rwanda, Samoa, S‹o TomŽ and
Principe, Senegal, Sierra Leone, Somalia, Sudan, Timor-LestŽ, Togo,
Tuvalu, Uganda, United Republic of Tanzania, Vanuatu, Yemen, and
Zambia.
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TeachersÕ Tip
You and your students can gather
ideas for MDG activities in the
Youth Action Guide of the
Millennium Campaign, an initiative
of the United Nations. Find the
Youth Action Guide as a link on
the WhoÕs Doing What page of
the Millennium Campaign at
http://www .millenniumcampaign.or
g/site/pp.asp?c=grKVL2NLE&b=260
482.



National StandardsThe three lessons in this unit align with the follo wing national guidelines
for curriculum standards:

HISTORY/SOCIAL STUDIES
World History StandardsÑGrades 5Ð12
Era 9: The 20th Century Since 1945: Promises and Pa radoxes
Q Students understand the search for community, stability, and

peace in an interdependent world.

Q Students understand the major global trends since World War II.

U.S. History StandardsÑGrades 5Ð12
Era 10: Contemporary United States (1968 to the pre sent)
Q Students understand recent developments in foreign and domestic

politics.

Q Students understand economic, social, and cultural developments
in the contemporary United States.

Geography StandardsÑGrades KÐ12
Human Systems
Q Students understand the patterns and networks of economic 

interdependence on Earth's surface.

Q Students understand how forces of cooperation and conflict
among people influence the division and control of Earth's surface.

Environment and Society
Q Students understand how human actions modify the ph ysical 

environment.

Q Students understand how physical systems affect hum an systems.

Q Students understand the changes that occur in the m eaning, use,
distribution, and importance of resources.

Social Studies StandardsÑGrades KÐ12
Q Strand III: People, Places and Environments
Q Strand V: Individuals, Groups and Institutions
Q Strand VI: Power, Authority, Governance
Q Strand VII: Production, Distribution, Consumption
Q Strand VIII Science, Technology and Society
Q Strand IX: Global Connections
Q Strand X: Civic Practices and Ideals

ENGLISH/LANGUAGE ARTS
Q Standard 1: Students read a wide range of print and nonprint

texts to build an understanding of texts, of themse lves, and of 
the cultures of the United States and the world to acquire new
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information; to respond to the needs and demands of society and
the workplace; and for personal fulfillment. Among these texts are
fiction and nonfiction, classic and contemporary wo rk.

Q Standard 5: Students employ a wide range of strategies as they
write and use different writing process elements appropriately to
communicate with different audiences for a variety of purposes.

Q Standard 6: Students apply knowledge of language structure, 
language conventions (e.g., spelling and punctuation), media 
techniques, figurative language, and genre to create, critique, and
discuss print and nonprint texts.

Q Standard 7: Students conduct research on issues and interests 
by generating ideas and questions, and by posing problems. They
gather, evaluate, and synthesize data from a variety of sources
(e.g., print and nonprint texts, artifacts, and people) to communicate
their discoveries in ways that suit their purpose a nd audience.

Q Standard 8: Students use a variety of technological and information
resources (e.g., libraries, databases, computer networks, and
video) to gather and synthesize information and to create and 
communicate knowledge.

SCIENCE
Science Content StandardsÑGrades 9Ð12
Content Standard F: Science in Personal and Social Perspectives
Students should develop understanding of:
Q Personal and community health
Q Environmental quality
Q Natural and human-induced hazards
Q Science and technology in local, national, and global challenges

MATHEMATICS
Mathematics StandardsÑGrades Pre-KÐ12
Q Standard 5: Data Analysis, Statistics, and Probability

Students should formulate questions that can be addressed with
data and collect, organize, and display relevant data to answer them.

Q Standard 10: RepresentationÑGrades Pre-KÐ12
Students will use representations to model and interpret physical,
social, and mathematical phenomena.

ARTS
Visual Arts StandardsÑGrades 9Ð12
Q Standard 3: Choosing and Evaluating a Range of Subject

Matter, Symbols, and Ideas
Students apply subjects, symbols, and ideas in their artworks and
use the skills gained to solve problems in daily life.
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Handout #2 . . . . . . . . . . Connections: The Impact of Achieving

MDG 7, Target 10
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Handout #5aÐh . . . . . . . HowÕs the World Doing? MDG Fact Sheet
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The original goals have been further defined by adding targets. Any country can add specific targets to
measure its progress.

Goal 1: Eradicate extreme poverty and hunger
Target 1: Halve, between 1990 and 2015, the proportion of people whose income is less than $1 a day
Target 2: Halve, between 1990 and 2015, the proportion of people who suffer from hunger

Goal 2: Achieve universal primary education
Target 3: Ensure that, by 2015, children everywhere, boys and girls alike, will be able to complete a full
course of primary schooling

Goal 3: Promote gender equality and empower women
Target 4: Eliminate gender disparity in primary and secondary education, preferably by 2005 and in all
levels of education no later than 2015

Goal 4: Reduce child mortality
Target 5: Reduce by two-thirds, between 1990 and 20 15, the under-5 mortality rate

Goal 5: Improve maternal health
Target 6: Reduce by three-quarters, between 1990 and 2015, the maternal mortality ratio

Goal 6: Combat HIV/AIDS, malaria, and other diseases
Target 7: Have halted by 2015 and begun to reverse the spread of HIV/AIDS
Target 8: Have halted by 2015 and begun to reverse the incidence of malaria and other major diseases

Goal 7: Ensure environmental sustainability
Target 9: Integrate the principles of sustainable development into country policies and programs and
reverse the loss of environmental resources
Target 10: Halve by 2015 the proportion of people without sustainable access to safe drinking water
Target 11: Have achieved by 2020 a significant improvement in the lives of at least 100 million slum
dwellers

Goal 8: Develop a global partnership for development
Target 15: Deal comprehensively with the debt problems of developing countries through national and
international measures
Target 16: In cooperation with developing countries, develop and implement strategies for decent and
productive work for youth

The Millennium Development Goals and Targets



The Millennium Development Goals

By 2015 all 189 United Nations Member States have
pledged to:

1. Eradicate extreme poverty and hunger 

2. Achieve universal primary education 

3. Promote gender equality and empower women 

4. Reduce child mortality 

5. Improve maternal health 

6. Combat HIV/AIDS, malaria, and other diseases 

7. Ensure environmental sustainability 

8. Develop a global partnership for development
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Connections:
The Impact of Achieving MDG 7, Target 10

Goal 7: Ensure environmental sustainability
Target 10: Halve by 2015 the proportion of people without sustainable access to safe drinking water

Directions:
Read the following paragraphs and decide which other MDGs would be affected by progress on MDG 7
(Target 10). List the other MDGs in the spaces provided and be ready to explain the connection. 

About 1.7 billion people live in countries that are water-stressed, where the water supply is decreasing
faster than it can be replaced, and this number could increase to five billion people by 2025. 

The lack of access to clean water is also a major cause of childhood illnesses that are preventable but
often lead to death. Limited access to resources, like water, weakens development efforts and places
an increasingly heavy burden on poor women and girls. 

In Africa, women and girls living in rural areas spend as much as 3 hours a day collecting water. 
In many countries, deforestation forces rural women and girls to walk farther to find wood for fuel. 
If women and girls are required to spend so much time each day collecting wood or water, they have 
no time to attend school.

MDGs/Connection



ÒQuick WinsÓ
United Nations Development Program (UNDP)
Directions:
You are members of an organization preparing to launch one of the ÒQuick WinsÓ described below.

Your job is to:
Q Pick the ÒQuick WinÓ project you want to sponsor.
Q Determine which MDG goals are affected by it.
Q Come up with a slogan that captures the energy and importance of your project.

Quick-impact initiatives, or ÒQuick Wins,Ó bring vital gains in well-being to millions of people and 
help countries reach the Millennium Development Goals.
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Eliminating school and uniform fees to ensure that all
children, especially girls, are not out of school because
of their familiesÕ poverty.

Providing impoverished farmers in sub-Saharan Africa
with affordable replenishments of soil nitrogen and
other soil nutrients.

Providing free school meals for all children using locally
produced foods with take-home rations.

Designing community nutrition programs for women and
children under 5 that provide micronutrient (especially
zinc and vitamin A) supplements.

Training large numbers of village workers in health, farming,
and infrastructure (in one-year programs) to ensure
basic expertise and services in rural communities.

Distributing free, long-lasting, insecticide-treated bednets
to all children in malaria-endemic zones to cut decisively
the burden of malaria.

Setting up funding to finance community-based slum
upgrading and earmark idle public land for low-cost
housing.

Providing community-level support to plant trees to 
provide soil nutrients, fuel wood, shade, fodder, watershed
protection, windbreak, and timber.

http://www.undp.org/poverty/docs/mdg-support/QuickWins.pdfand http://www.undp.org/poverty/nds.htm

Quick Wins Slogan MDGs
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HowÕs the World Doing? MDG Fact Sheet
Goal 1: Eradicate extreme poverty and hunger
On a global scale, more than one billion people live on less than $1 a day. Hunger and malnutrition are
equally pervasiveÑmore than 800 million have too little to eat to meet their daily energy needs.

Poverty
Progress
Q Worldwide, the number of people in
developing countries living on less than
$1 a day fell to 980 million in 2004, which
is down from 1.25 billion in 1990. The
proportion of people living in extreme
poverty fell from nearly one-third to 19%
over this period. If progress continues,
the MDG target will be met. However,
success is unequally shared, since the
decline in global poverty is mostly due to
rapid economic growth in Asia. Eastern
and South-Eastern Asia, in particular,
experienced impressive reductions in
poverty, and accelerating growth in India
has also put Southern Asia on track to
achieve the goal.

Q In contrast, poverty rates in Western
Asia more than doubled between 1990
and 2005. Extreme poverty rose sharply
in the early 1990s in the Commonwealth
of Independent States (CIS) and the 
transition countries of South-Eastern
Europe. Poverty rates in those regions
are now dropping, however, and
approaching the levels of the 1980s. 

Q In sub-Saharan Africa, the proportion
of people living in extreme poverty fell
from 46.8% in 1990 to 41.1% in 2004.
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Hunger
Progress
Q Globally, the proportion of children
under 5 who are underweight declined
by one-fifth over the period 1990Ð2005.

Q Eastern Asia showed the greatest
improvement and is surpassing the
MDG target, largely due to nutritional
advances in China. 

Q Western Asia and Latin America and
the Caribbean have also demonstrated
significant progress, with underweight
prevalence dropping by more than one-
third.

Q The greatest proportions of children
going hungry continue to be found in
Southern Asia and sub-Saharan Africa.
Poor progress in these regions means
that it is unlikely that the global target
will be met. If current trends continue,
the world will miss the 2015 target by
30 million children, essentially robbing
them of their full potential.

Millennium Development Goals Report
2007http://mdgs.un.or g/unsd/mdg/Resources/Static/Products/Progress2007/UNSD_MDG_Report_2007e.pdf
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HowÕs the World Doing? MDG Fact Sheet
Goal 2: Achieve universal primary education

Progress
Q Progress has been made in reducing
the number of children out of school.
Still, the number is unacceptably high.
Based on enrollment data, about 72
million children of primary school age
were not in school in 2005; 57% of
them were girls. 

Q As high as this number seems, 
surveys show that it underestimates
the actual number of children who,
though enrolled, are not attending
school. Moreover, neither enrollment
nor attendance figures reflect children
who do not attend school regularly. To
make matters worse, official data are
not usually available from countries in
conflict or post-conflict situations.

Q If data from these countries were
reflected in global estimates, the
enrollment picture would be even less
optimistic. 

http://mdgs.un.or g/unsd/mdg/Resources/Static/Products/Progress2007/UNSD_MDG_Report_2007e.pdf
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HowÕs the World Doing? MDG Fact Sheet
Goal 3: Promote gender equality and empower women
Evidence that women donÕt have the same opportunities as men is apparent from the fact that two-thirds
of the 880 million illiterate adults in the world are women. As well, women are less likely to be
employed than men, and hold only 16% of parliamentary seats worldwide. 

Progress
Q WomenÕs participation in paid, 
non-agricultural employment has 
continued to increase slowly. The
greatest gains are in some of the
regions where women have the least
presence in the labor marketÑin
Southern Asia, Western Asia, and
Oceania. 

Q In Northern Africa, where womenÕs
participation is also low, progress has
been insignificant. Only one in five
paid employees in that region is a
woman, a situation that has remained
unchanged for the last 15 years. 

Q In other regions, women are slowly
gaining access to paid employment at
a level on par with men, or, in the
case of the CIS, exceeding it.

http://mdgs.un.or g/unsd/mdg/Resources/Static/Products/Progress2007/UNSD_MDG_Report_2007e.pdf
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HowÕs the World Doing? MDG Fact Sheet
Goal 4: Reduce child mortality
Just five diseasesÑpneumonia, diarrhea, malaria, me asles, and AIDSÑaccount for half of all deaths in 
children under age 5. Most of these lives could be s aved by expanding low-cost prevention and treatment
that include antibiotics for acute respiratory infections, oral rehydration for diarrhea, immunization, and
the use of insecticide-treated mosquito nets.

Progress
Q Estimates for 2005 indicate that
10.1 million children died before their
5th birthday, mostly from preventable
causes. Though infant and child 
mortality rates have declined globally,
the pace of progress has been uneven
across regions and countries.

Q Accelerated improvements are
needed most urgently in sub-Saharan
Africa, Southern Asia, CIS countries in
Asia, and Oceania. Not surprisingly,
the lack of progress in child survival
has been mirrored by neglect of many
basic health services in parts of the
developing world.

Q In contrast, child survival has
improved markedly in Latin America
and the Caribbean, South-Eastern and
Eastern Asia, and Northern Africa.

http://mdgs.un.or g/unsd/mdg/Resources/Static/Products/Progress2007/UNSD_MDG_Report_2007e.pdf
and http://www .unicef.org/
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HowÕs the World Doing? MDG Fact Sheet
Goal 5: Improve maternal health
Though the issue has been high on the international agenda for two decades, ratios of maternal mortali ty
seem to have changed little in sub-Saharan Africa and Southern Asia.

Progress
Q A number of middle-income countries
have made rapid progress in reducing
maternal deaths. Nevertheless, maternal
mortality levels remain unacceptably
high across the developing world, 
particularly in sub-Saharan Africa and
Southern Asia. 

Q Each year, more than 500,000
women die from treatable or 
preventable complications of pregnancy
and childbirth. In sub-Saharan Africa, 
a womanÕs risk of dying from such
complications over the course of her
lifetime is 1 in 16, compared to 1 in
3,800 in the developed world.

http://www .un.org/millenniumgoals/pdf/mdg2007.pdf
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HowÕs the World Doing? MDG Fact Sheet
Goal 6: Combat HIV/AIDS, malaria, and other diseases
Prevention efforts are proving successful in some p laces, but deaths and new infections continue to in crease.

Progress
Q By the end of 2006, an estimated 39.5 million
people worldwide were living with HIV (up from
32.9 million in 2001), mostly in sub-Saharan
Africa. Globally, 4.3 million people were newly
infected with the virus in 2006, with Eastern
Asia and the CIS showing the fastest rates of
infection. The number of people dying from
AIDS has also increasedÑfrom 2.2 million in
2001 to 2.9 million in 2006.

Q By the end of 2006, an estimated 39.5 million
people worldwide were living with HIV (up from
32.9 million in 2001), mostly in sub-Saharan Africa.

Q Globally, 4.3 million people were newly
infected with the virus in 2006, with Eastern
Asia and the CIS showing the fastest rates of
infection. The number of people dying from
AIDS has also increasedÑfrom 2.2 million in
2001 to 2.9 million in 2006.

Q Key interventions to control malaria have
been expanded in recent years, thanks to
increased attention and funding. A number of
African countries, for example, have widened
coverage of insecticide-treated bed nets (ITNs),
which are among the most effective tools
available for preventing the mosquito bites that
cause malaria. Still, only a few countries came
close to the 2005 target of 60% coverage. A
strengthened commitment is needed if countries
are to reach the revised target of 80% ITN use
by 2010. 

Q The global tuberculosis epidemic appears to be on the threshold of decline as incidence has begun to
stabilize. However, progress is not fast enough to reach additional targets set by the Stop TB PartnershipÑ
to halve prevalence and death rates by 2015 (from 1990 levels). Based on recent progress, sub-Saharan
Africa and the CIS are least likely to reach these new targets.

http://mdgs.un.or g/unsd/mdg/Resources/Static/Products/Progress2007/UNSD_MDG_Report_2007e.pdf
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earlier downturns in prevalence and mortality. However, 
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HowÕs the World Doing? MDG Fact Sheet
Goal 7: Ensure environmental sustainability
Environmental sustainability means protecting the complex ecosystems on which we depend and using
natural resources wisely. Achieving this goal will require an unprecedented level of global cooperation. A
recent assessment of the worldÕs environment found that 60% of the ecosystems (e.g., dry lands,
forests, fisheries, and the air) are being degraded or used unsustainably.

Progress
Q The world is on track to meet the
target for drinking water, as access to
improved drinking water sources
increased from 77% in 1990 to 83%
in 2002. Several regionsÑincluding
Northern Africa, Latin America and the
Caribbean, and Western AsiaÑhave
achieved coverage of more than 90%.

Q But those without access to safe
drinking water still number in the billions.
Nearly two-thirds of them are in Asia.
The number of people without
improved water sources in China
alone is equal to the number of
unserved in all of Africa.

Q On sanitation, five regionsÑSouth
Asia, sub-Saharan Africa, West Asia,
Eurasia [CIS], and Oceania areÑnot
on track to meet the target.

Q Sub-Saharan Africa lags the farthest
behind.

Q Over half of those without
improved sanitation, nearly 1.5 billion
people, live in China and India. 

http://mdgs.un.or g/unsd/mdg/Resources/Static/Products/Progress2007/UNSD_MDG_Report_2007e.pdf 
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HowÕs the World Doing? MDG Fact Sheet
Goals 8: Develop a global partnership for development
Success in achieving the MDGs in the poorest and most disadvantaged countries cannot be achieved by
these countries alone. 

Progress
Q Developed countries need to deliver fully on long-
standing commitments.

Q Youth now represent close to half of the worldÕs 192
million jobless people. In many countries, they are more
than three times as likely as adults to be seeking work.

Q The integration of youth, especially those from under-
privileged households, into the labor market is important
for future growth and for stopping the intergenerational
transmission of poverty. In the words of the UN sec retary-
general, youth are our most valuable asset for the future
and, as such, must be nurtured.

http://mdgs.un.or g/unsd/mdg/Resources/Static/Products/Progress2007/UNSD_MDG_Report_2007e.pdf
http://unstats.un.or g/unsd/mdg/Resources/Static/Products/Progress2006/MDGReport2006.pdf
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SENEGAL

Youth Ending Poverty: A Case Study
Dame Diop, Senegal
I am from a village called Baity Dakhar. I began school in 1984 in Baity Dakhar, a nearby village, and
spent 5 years there before going to Tivaouane to complete secondary school. In 1998, I entered the
University of Dakar, where I got my MA degree. I am now a teacher trainee at the University of Dakar.

I have a strong sensitivity to peopleÕs living conditions. I believe that my lifetime mission is to mobilize
all my strength and energy to fight poverty. This is what led me to start a poverty-reduction organization
where I live. The members of my organization are mainly inhabitants of three villages which have about
two thousand inhabitants. The main source of income  in this region is agriculture and commerce. The
villages have no good roads, electricity, or phone lines, nor any public or private health center.

Our main actions aim to improve education and health because we strongly believe that they are the
foundations of development. Despite the lack of fun ds, some good things have been achieved, within 
a short amount of time, thanks to the determination of our members. First of all, we have succeeded in
getting the inhabitants of these three villages to come to the organizationÕs headquarters to discuss and
make decisions about things that affect their own l iving conditions. Second, we bought some mosquito
nets during the rainy seasons and sold them on credit to members who badly needed them to avoid 
diseases such as malaria. We also cleaned up public places (for example, schools, markets, etc.) to
make the environment where we live healthier.

Before that, we organized summer courses for the youth of the village. We are continuing our program
by organizing a Medical Day in Baity. On that day, we will be inviting qualified doctors from Dakar to talk
to the villagers. We are currently trying to mobilize drugs that doctors will be distributing for free. Our
aim is to continue the same actions in order to help the people of Baity secure better living conditions
for themselves and their children.

[UN Cyberschools Millennium Development Goals, Youth Articles]
http://cyberschoolbus.un.org/mdgs/voice.asp?iGoal=10&iLang=en&iKeyword=articles&id=21
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VIETNAM

An Overview of the Vietnam MDG Youth Campaign
Romi-Nguyen Hong Nhung
During 2003 and 2004, young people in Vietnam were stirred up by a Millennium Development Goal
youth campaign launched by the United Nations Vietnam Country Team. Since its first launch in 2003,
the campaign has involved more and more young Vietnamese people in many innovative programs.

Thanks to the campaignÕs series of initiatives, youth in Vietnam are now more aware of the MDGs and
the countryÕs current development challenges. The Young Initiative to Promote Volunteerism for the
MDGs competition was very successful. The competition encouraged young people to propose an 
initiative or a creative plan to stimulate voluntee rism for the MDGs among young people in Vietnam. 

The two winners of the competition in 2003 and 2004 have done this and more. Nguyen Van Dung
spent a month bicycling on a 2,100-km journey [about 1,300 miles] along the S-shaped country to bring
the MDG message to young people. Nguyen Thi Tuyet Mai went backpacking through 23 provinces 
(13 of which are among the poorest). She experienced 80 days living with the poor, encountering 
different MDG issues, and sharing the MDG story wit h people, particularly the young. Dung and Mai
both have given a great impetus to the growth of yo uth volunteerism for the MDGs in Vietnam. Their
stories continue to inspire more and more people.

ÒThangÕs JourneyÓ was another success of the MDG youth campaign in Vietnam. Thang, which means
Òvictory,Ó is actually a character of an MDG booklet first published in 2003. On ThangÕs travel from the
North to the South of the country, he comes across MDG concerns such as extreme poverty in rural
areas, student dropouts, and a person living with HIV. Designed in the popular Japanese manga style,
ÒThang's JourneyÓ not only conveys the MDGs well to Vietnamese youth but also provides the readers
with key national data on each MDG, and gives them some suggestions to take action on the MDGs.
ÒÔThangÕs JourneyÕ has so far been a success and is used in an increasing number of UN projects for
training and information purposes,Ó writes Catherine Callens, the UN Communications Officer in Vietnam.

Since the official launch of the MDG youth campaign in Vietnam, many young Vietnamese people have
enthusiastically been engaged in various programs of the campaign.

[UN Cyberschools Millennium Development Goals, Youth Articles]
http://cyberschoolbus.un.org/mdgs/voice.asp?iGoal=10&iLang=en&iKeyword=articles&id=5

Young People Around the World Tackle the MDGs



AUSTRALIA

Young Australians Bring Their Voices to the Nation's Capital
Madeleine Penman
Young Australians showed their support in front of Australia's Parliament House, holding letters that
spelled out ÒMake Poverty History.Ó Over 200 Australians under the age of 25 journeyed to the nationÕs
capital to increase understanding of the Millennium Development Goals. We urged our elected leaders
to keep AustraliaÕs promise to halve world poverty by 2015. For two days, we met with politicians from
all major political parties. It was a great success. Participants met with Australia's federal treasurer, Mr.
Peter Costello, and asked him to scale up Australia's development assistance.

We met with AustraliaÕs foreign aid agency, AusAID, to discuss the inclusion of the Millennium
Development Goals in a White Paper (official report on government policy) on the future direction and
scope of AustraliaÕs overseas aid. We brought our voices to say that we as young people want to see
our government work for us to end extreme poverty. The initial recommendations from the White
Paper's Core Group show some support for the MDGs, but not at the level that is urgently needed.

Members of Parliament and senators were roused by t he delegation of passionate young people.
Politicians initiated press releases and came to join our public events, and one MP even pledged to make
a speech in federal Parliament about our road trip! Our efforts made it onto national br eakfast television
and received press coverage, all adding to the awareness of the Millennium Development Goals. 

The trip has built a strong compact for young people across Australia who are committed to the
Millennium Development Goals. Catherine, aged 18 from Sydney, remarked that the experience was
one of the best things she had ever done in her lif e. Young people used their voices and showed, yes,
we can have a huge impact!

[UN Cyberschools Millennium Development Goals, Youth Articles]
http://cyberschoolbus.un.org/mdgs/voice.asp?iGoal=10&iLang=en&iKeyword=articles&id=38
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USA

Chicago Youth for the Millennium Development Goals
ÒI want to make a difference in the world for all of those who are poor,Ó says Tanquie.

ÒI want to learn more about the neighborhood in the global community,Ó says Craig. ÒI also want to try
to help somebody and lead them to the right path.Ó

ÒI want to be able to say I made a change, I left my mark. I want to know more about how to stop
poverty,Ó says Kyesha.

The 14- to 17-year-old members of Chicago Youth for the Millennium Development Goals (CYMDG) 
are not unfamiliar with poverty, but learning about  the less fortunate situations of their peers acros s 
the globe empowers students here at home, says Malii Brown, CYMDG's program manager.

This yearÕs group of CYMDG participantsÑknown as a cohortÑis made up of students from EXCEL
Academy High School on ChicagoÕs west side. Students apply to be members of the cohort and are
guided through an experience to help them better un derstand the Millennium Development Goals
(MDGs).

Through research, field trips, social activism, and creative interpretation of what the MDGs mean to
them, the students expand their knowledge of the world. They also make contact with people from
around the world. The program culminates with a summit in May, where the cohort presents their
research on a specific Millennium Development Goal and country.

One student, Raul, described his motivation for being part of CYMDG this way: ÒI tell people about this
every where I goÑwhether at school or out of school. I try to provide people with facts about poverty
and how we can help, always trying to get more people involved in this goal. I want to encourage more
people to join in for the worldwide fight against poverty.Ó

[Millennium Campaign Youth Campaign News, 5/10/2006]
http://www .millenniumcampaign.org/site/apps/nl/content3.asp?c=grKVL2NLE&b=980851&content_id=%
7BBB5FAB54-D97C-46C1-9C95-7628FABB4210%7D&notoc=1
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Analyzing How Young People Around the World
Tackle the MDGs

Directions:
Using the information in Handout #6, answer the following group questions:

Group 1: Senegal
What problem is the organization founded by Dame Diop tackling? What successes has the group had?
What are their plans for the future?

Group 2: Vietnam
In Vietnam, how are young people spreading information to other young people? How successful have
they been? Which strategy appealed most to your gro up?

Group 3: Australia
What tactics have Australian young people used that could be used in other developed and developing
countries? 

Group 4: USA
What motivates the American students who belong to Chicago Youth for the Millennium Development
Goals (CYMDG)? 

Questions for Class Discussion:
1.The Australia reading described an action taken by 200 young people. The Chicago group is even
smaller. Although there are other groups working ha rd to achieve the MDGs in these and other developed
countries, much mor e awareness is needed. What other strategies could increase awareness of MDGs
in developed countries? 

2.Young people in Vietnam successfully promoted the M DGs with live concerts, musical competitions,
and TV show appearances. Could this strategy of media/pop culture outreach be successful in other
developing countries? What about in developed countries? Do you know of any similar examples?
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Break the Cycle Game

Object:
To break out of the Òpoverty trapÓ and become a country that is able to achieve sustainable economic
growth for its citizens.

Equipment:
Two to four playing pieces (depending on the number of players), one die, five Opportunity cards, four
UNICEF cards

Directions:
1.Each player rolls the die. The player with the highest number goes first.

2.Place your playing piece in the start box. Throw the die and move your piece the number of spaces
indicated on the die. 

3.Always move in the direction indicated by the arrows. Follow the instructions written on the space
where you land. If there are no instructions, leave your piece where it is until your next turn.

4.Any time you land on a gray square, you are entitled to take an Opportunity card associated with that
space. You are not entitled to take the same escape card more than once. When you accumulate three
different Opportunity cards you can break out of th e poverty trap and place your playing piece on the
first square of the next level as indicated on the board game. 

5.Continue to follow the instructions written inside some of the boxes until one player has landed in
the finish box. Opportunity cards carry certain privileges on the next level of play. They can be used to
avoid going backwards on certain squares as indicated.

6.A player can reach the finish box only when the number on the die corresponds to the exact number
of spaces that are left. If a player has two spaces to go to reach the finish box and rolls a 3, he or she
must wait until the next turn to try again.
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Pick an Opportunity card when you 
land on a gray square.

UNICEF
Pick one card.

There has been 
a dramatic growth in 
the economy as a result
of tax incentives to
encourage manufacturing
and government support
for research and 
development.

Move forward 4 space.

Deforestation has
increased.
Move back 4 spaces
if you did not receive
an escape card for
tax incentives to
encourage sustainable
practices.

New clinics in rural
areas are built,
and the number 
of women who die
during childbirth
has decreased.
Move forward 3
spaces.

UNICEF
Pick one card.

Drought has wiped
out a primary 
commodity.
Move back 3 spaces
if you did not receive
an escape card for
tax incentives to 
promote industrial
development.

Natural disaster
results in loss of
many lives and
extensive damage.
Move back 2
spaces.

Number of women in
parliament increases
when electoral laws
are passed that
encourage women 
to participate in 
government.
Move forward 3
spaces.

A major civil war
has erupted and
left your country
in ruins.
Return all your
escape cards and
go back to Start.

UNICEF
Pick one card.

FINISH

Debt relief allows
you to spend on
education.

Natural disaster
results in loss of
many lives and
extensive damage.

Lose 1 turn.

START

New technologies
introduced to
boost food 
productivity.

Donor aid allows
you to invest 
in human 
development.

Rapid pop. growth
reduces availability
of farmland.

Lose 1 turn.

Sustainable 
practices are
adopted to use
natural resources
wisely.

Tax incentives 
bolster industrial
development.

Economy weakens
due to government
corruption.

Lose 1 turn.

Drought has
wiped out your
only primary 
commodity.

Lose 1 turn.

Aid arrives to
build new roads
and power plants.

When you get your
3rd escape card
move up to the
next path.

School fees have
been eliminated,
and school lunches
are free. Primary
school enrollment
increases.
Move forward 3
spaces.

UNICEF
Pick one card.

The introduction of
new technologies,
better seeds, and
soil management
has boosted food
production.
Move forward 3
spaces.

DonorsÕ funds 
to rebuild 
infrastructure are
squandered due 
to corruption in
the government.
Move back 2
spaces.
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Cards for Break the Cycle Game
There are four UNICEF cards. Use these eight cards for two groups of
players.

UNICEF
UNICEF is funding a program in your country 
that provides measles vaccination, vitamin A, 
essential drugs, and nutritional supplements. 

Move forward 2 spaces.

UNICEF
UNICEF is funding a program in your country 
that provides measles vaccination, vitamin A, 
essential drugs, and nutritional supplements. 

Move forward 2 spaces.

UNICEF
UNICEF is funding a program in your country that

works with abused children, children living or working 
in the streets, and former child soldiers to reintegrate

them into society. Move forward 2 spaces.

UNICEF
UNICEF is funding a program in your country that

works with abused children, children living or working 
in the streets, and former child soldiers to reintegrate

them into society. Move forward 2 spaces.

UNICEF
UNICEF is funding a program in your country that 
provides emergency water supply and purification, 

basic family water kits, and hygiene education. 
Move forward 2 spaces.

UNICEF
UNICEF is funding a program in your country that 
provides emergency water supply and purification, 

basic family water kits, and hygiene education. 
Move forward 2 spaces.

UNICEF
UNICEF is funding a program in your country that 
provides health supplies for children and pregnant

women to prevent mortality from diarrhea, pneumonia,
malaria, and tetanus. Move forward 2 spaces.

UNICEF
UNICEF is funding a program in your country that 
provides health supplies for children and pregnant

women to prevent mortality from diarrhea, pneumonia,
malaria, and tetanus. Move forward 2 spaces.



Cards for Break the Cycle Game
There are ten Opportunity cards. Cut them out and give five to each group.
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Opportunity
Debt relief allows you to 

spend on education.

Opportunity
Debt relief allows you to 

spend on education.

Opportunity
Sustainable practices are adopted

to use natural resources wisely.

Opportunity
Sustainable practices are adopted

to use natural resources wisely.

Opportunity
Aid arrives to build new roads 

and power plants.

Opportunity
Aid arrives to build new roads 

and power plants.

Opportunity
New technologies are introduced 

to boost food productivity.

Opportunity
New technologies are introduced 

to boost food productivity.

Opportunity
Donor aid allows you to invest 

in human development.

Opportunity
Donor aid allows you to invest 

in human development.


