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Unit Overview Measuring Success: The Millennium Development Goals  (MDGs) is
designed to use with middle school students. The co ntent can be
adapted for use with older or younger students. The  three-day lesson
plan is designed to:

1.Raise studentsÕ awareness of the problems facing children 
worldwide and how world leaders and governments have pledged 
to solve them

2.Increase studentsÕ understanding of these problems through
learning about the eight Millennium Development Goals (MDGs)

3.Explore how various organizations, agencies, and individuals are
working to meet the MDGs

4.Show students how they can help meet the MDGs

Lesson 1:Students explore the problems facing children 
worldwide by:

Q Illustrating and articulating the Millennium Development Goals
(MDGs)

Q Demonstrating in their own words an understanding of what 
is necessary to reach the MDGs

Lesson 2:Students demonstrate a Òstate of the planet 
awarenessÓ by:

Q Investigating how UNICEF is helping reach the MDGs

Lesson 3:Students:

Q Explain to othersÑadults, classmates, etc.Ñthe impe rative of the
MDGs and the necessity for action

Q Learn how young people are working on projects related to reaching
one or more of the MDGs

Measuring Success: The Millennium
Development Goals (MDGs)
Unit Overview
SUBJECT: Social Studies (with multidisciplinary connections)
LEVEL: Middle School

TeachersÕ Tip
While this unit was designed to 
be taught over three consecutive
days, feel free to customize it to
fit your specific curriculum schedule.
There are opportunities for skill-
building exercises in each of these
lessons. Some of the skill-building
exercises in these lessons include:
¥ Reading
¥ Writing
¥ Geography

TeachersÕ Tip
You may wish to extend the lessons
in order to fully develop these
activities.



Background In September 2000, world leaders and representatives from nearly
190 countries gathered at the United Nations in New York City to 
talk about the future. Although many countries continue to thriveÑ
able to enjoy a strong and hopeful futureÑmany developing countries
continue to suffer from the effects of sustained conflict, poverty, and
environmental degradation. This takes a toll on the worldÕs poorest
citizens, especially children.

With this in mind, world leaders adopted the Millennium Declaration,
which later became the Millennium Development Goals . These goals
promote a strong and healthy future for children. World leaders
adopted these goals and hope to reach them by 2015.

The Millennium Development Goals include:

1.End extreme poverty and hunger

2.Achieve universal primary education

3.Promote gender equality and empower women

4.Reduce child mortality

5.Improve maternal health

6.Combat HIV/AIDS, malaria, and other diseases

7.Ensure environmental sustainability

8.Develop a global partnership for development

UNICEFÕs Role UNICEF is working to promote and protect childrenÕs rights and their
well-being. To reach the Millennium Development Goals, UNICEF is
partnering with other UN agencies and global organizations around
the world.

UNICEF works to help:

Q Provide basic child health care, like vaccines

Q Deliver fresh water and basic medical supplies in emergencies

Q Promote early childhood learning and better access to childhood
education

Q Improve the quality of education

Q Combat disease, such as HIV/AIDS, malaria, and polio

Q Strengthen schools, communities, and families so they can help
children affected by disease, including orphans 

Evaluation/
Assessment Students will be evaluated based on their:

Q Participation in cooperative learning activities
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TeachersÕ Tip
For more information, go to the
following sites:
The United Nations Development
Program (UNDP): http://www .undp.
org/mdg/basics.shtml
World Bank: http://ddp-ext.world
bank.org/ext/GMIS/gdmis.do?site
Id=2&menuId=LNAV01HOME1

TeachersÕ Tip
To read more about UNICEFÕs
work toward meeting the MDGs,
go to http://www .unicef.org/mdg/.

To access the most recent 
edition of UNICEF's The State 
of the World's Children, go to
http://www .unicef.org/publications/
index.htmland click on the SOWC
image.

TeachersÕ Tip
If a URL in this document appears
on two lines, the link may not 
activate. Copy and paste the 
URL on one line into your browser.



Q Ability to represent or illustrate each of the Millennium
Development Goals 

Q Presentation skills 

Q Ability to reflect and write in a journal

Q Ability to use collaborative maps

Q Ability to articulate the importance of acting on the MDGs

Interdisciplinary
Connections Given that the unit Measuring Success: The Millennium Development

Goals aligns with the national Mathematics, Science, Art,  Language
Arts, Health, Technology, and World Languages standards, you may
want to team-teach the unit with colleagues in thos e disciplines.
Additional interdisciplinary assignments could include:

MATH: Students can create graphic representations of statistical indi-
cators to understand and monitor the progress toward the MDGs. For
information on Monitoring and Statistics, go to
http://www .unicef.org/statistics/index_24287.html . 
Additional information can be found on the links page.

Students can interpret information on graphs and represent it 
geographically. If students are working on fractions, use this 
information to teach fractions.

SCIENCE: Students can investigate various communicable diseases.
Students can explore how diseases such as malaria, multi-drug-resistant
tuberculosis, and HIV/AIDS can be prevented and how they can be
treated. Students can research the connections among environmental
degradation, disease, and poverty. They can investigate the world's
water situation using the interactive UNICEF CD ÒWater Alert!Ó
which can be found at: 
http://www .unicef.org/voy/explore/wes/explore_1818.html.

Students can learn how immunizations protect against childhood 
diseases and why clean water and adequate sanitation are necessary
for child survival.

ART: Students can illustrate the eight Millennium Develo pment
Goals. Students can create logos for the goals and for service 
projects, etc.

ENGLISH/LANGUAGE ARTS: Students can keep a reflection 
journal on the Millennium Development Goals and their service 
learning projects. Students can read nonfiction accounts from 
various parts of the world where UNICEF is working.
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HEALTH: Students can investigate nutrition, caloric intake,  the
impact of starvation and obesity, the pathology of contagious disease,
and disease prevention.

Students can become involved in educating classmates about
HIV/AIDS and its impact upon children, and by taking part in the
UNICEF Voices of Youth projects on HIV/AIDS at: 
http://www .unicef.org/voy/takeaction/takeaction_2621.html.

TECHNOLOGY: Students can use technology to develop educational
presentations on the Millennium Development Goals using various
media (audio, video, animation, PowerPoint, etc.).

WORLD LANGUAGES: Students can play the interactive UNICEF
game ÒWater Alert!Ó in Spanish or French at UNICEFÕs website
ÒVoices of YouthÓ:
http://www .unicef.org/voy/explore/wes/explore_1818.html.

Service Learning
Projects Regardless of their range and scope, the best service learning projects

are those developed and initiated by students themselves. They can
last an afternoon, a weekend, a week, or a monthÑdepending on the
goals students set. They can be done on an individual basis, or in
pairs or small groups. In some cases, the project may be so big that
an entire class or even school can get involved!

Some possible service learning projects for Measuring Success: 
The Millennium Development Goals include:

1.Homework Buddies
Students serve as homework buddies to younger children, or youth
at risk, in order to help them succeed at and stay in school. Students
learn how to teach or coach students in a variety of academic 
disciplines, from learning how to read and write to helping with 
math, research, or science proficiency skills.

2. Keeping Healthy
Students interview the school nurse and school dietician to learn
what students need to do to remain healthy. They cr eate public 
service posters for the school and community, or fo r a local elementary
school, to educate themselves and others about heal thy eating and
exercise habits and about vaccinations and preventative health care.

3. WhatÕs Going On?
Students research community service organizations and interview
volunteers to learn what people are doing in their own community to
help the world reach the MDGs. Some of these organi zations might
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include soup kitchens or programs that work with the homeless.
Students might donate posters created from ÒKeeping HealthyÓ 
to shelters and soup kitchens. Other activities might be related to
environmental sustainability, and students might, for example, start 
a schoolwide recycling program, or work with a local environmental
group to manage trails, clean up a park, etc. 

National StandardsAll TeachUNICEF lesson plans are designed to be in line with
national standards. For more detail, refer to the national standards
section at the back of this lesson or to the additional resources at:
www .teachunicef.org.
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Lesson
Problems and Solutions
TOTAL TIME: 45 Minutes

Objectives Students will:

Q Consider some of the problems affecting children around the
worldÑpoverty, lack of education, gender inequality , child mortality,
and environmental degradation

Q Learn about the Millennium Development Goals

Q Think about ways to educate others about the MDGs

Session Plan Q OPENING ACTIVITY: 6 Minutes

Q MAKING CONNECTIONS: VIEW IT!: 12 Minutes

Q IMAGINING THE FUTURE: DRAW IT!: 25 Minutes

Q HOMEWORK AND JOURNAL REFLECTION: 2 Minutes

Vocabulary Q Cartographer

Q Degrade; degraded

Q Globalization

Q Millennium

Q Mortality

Q UNICEF

Q United Nations (UN)

Q Vulnerable
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Measuring Success: The Millennium
Development Goals (MDGs)
SUBJECT: Social Studies (with multidisciplinary connections)
LEVEL: Middle School

TeachersÕ Tip
If a URL in this document appears
on two lines, the link may not 
activate. Copy and paste the 
URL on one line into your browser.



Materials NeededQ Flip chart or newsprint 

Q Computer with Internet access

Q Student copies of ÒViewing Guide: The Millennium Development
GoalsÓ (Handout #1)

Q ÒThe Millennium Development GoalsÓ (Teacher Overhead #1)

Q Student copies of ÒThe Millennium Development GoalsÓ 
(Handout #2) 

Q 8 sheets of poster paper or whiteboard

Q Colored pencils and/or markers

Q Rulers

Q Scissors

Q Optional: supplies to enhance illustrationsÑmagazin es with pictures
of current events, colored yarn, colored construction paper, and
glue sticks

Setup Before class, have flip chart or newsprint taped up. At the top of the
paper or on the board near the paper, write the question: ÒWhat are
the biggest problems that children around the world  face?Ó Set up 
8 workstations with 1 sheet of poster board on each , as well as an
assortment of materials. Post a number (1Ð8) at each station and the
names of the students who are to work in each group . 

Have computer and film cued and ready to show. Have MDG overhead
ready to turn on.

Opening Activity DIRECTIONS:
1.Gather students in a semicircle around the flip chart or newsprint.
Tell them itÕs time to brainstorm.

2.Ask the class as a whole:

Q What are the biggest problems children face?

Q Can any of the problems be grouped together (e.g. sickness and
no doctors; no money and poverty)?

3.As students make suggestions, write them down. 

4.After the class has generated a list of 3Ð4 major groups, ask the
class as a whole:

Q Do you know of anything being done by people in you r community
to solve these problems?

5. Tell them they are going to see a very short film, like a movie 
trailer, that talks about the same issues.

Measuring Success: The Millennium Development Goals 7www.teachunicef.org

Lesson 1

TeachersÕ Tip
Save valuable instructional time
by setting up the stations and
groups in advance!

TeachersÕ Tip
Students not responding? Prompt
the students to think about
something they might have seen
on television or heard about. At
first, they might focus on problems
they have, so you may need to ask
them to think about all parts of the
worldÑincluding the poorest areas.



Making 
Connections View it!

DIRECTIONS:
1.Explain that the lesson will focus on the Millenniu m Development
Goals (MDGs).

2. Distribute ÒViewing Guide: The Millennium Development GoalsÓ
(Handout #1).

3. Review the vocabulary and the questions. 

4. Remind students that some questions can have more than one
answer.

5. Show the short video, ÒA View of the Millennium Development
Goals.Ó You can view the film at: http://www .unicef.org/mdg/.

6. Have students write their responses to questions on Handout #1
after they watch.

7. Discuss students' responses to the questions on Handout #1.
(Possible responses are shown in italics below.)

1. UNICEF is the UN organization for (children). 2. What are some of
the things that UNICEF wants to make sure every child has? 
(education, protection, health care) 3. How will the world benefit
from reaching the Millennium Development Goals? ( the world will be
more peaceful, people will be healthier and safer, there will be less
poverty and hunger, the environment will be cleaner ) 4. In your own
words, write a sentence to tell someone what the vi deo was about.
(Responses will vary. Students should understand that the video
introduces the Millennium Development Goals and UNICEF.)

Imagining 
the Future Draw it!

DIRECTIONS:
1.Review the Millennium Development Goals using Teach er
Overhead #1. The script for Teacher Overhead #1 on the MDGs 
was excerpted from UNICEF Millennium Development Goals. 
For more information, go to http://www .unicef.org/mdg/index.html .

2. Tell students that their job is to create a preliminary drawing 
for a poster that will educate other students in th e school about 
the MDGs.

3. Direct them to their preassigned group by number. 

4. Tell students they have 12 minutes to illustrate their goal and 
prepare their presentation to the rest of the class.

Measuring Success: The Millennium Development Goals 8www.teachunicef.org

Lesson 1

TeachersÕ Tip
Make notes as you circulate and
observe students working in
groups. You can ask students to
grade themselves and their own
group for cooperation, creativity,
and effective communication of
ideas.



5. Explain that groups will be evaluated on (a) how well they work
together, (b) how effective their poster is at conveying information
about their MDG, and (c) the group presentation.

6. Distribute ÒThe Millennium Development GoalsÓ (Handout #2).

7. Encourage students to draw in a way that helps thei r classmates
understand the goal.

8. Call time and reassemble students in semicircle.

9. Each group has 1Ð2 minutes to present their poster.

Homework Journal Reflection
DIRECTIONS:
1.Summarize the preceding activity and ask students to review the
MDGs in their own words.

2. Ask students to think about the problems they learned about
today and what needs to be done to reach the goals.  

3. Tell students theyÕll have the opportunity to write their thoughts 
in a journal.

4. Write the following assignment for journal reflection on the 
chalkboard and have students copy it. Make sure students understand
what is being asked.

Journal Reflection Assignment: Write 2Ð3 paragraphs in your
journal responding to these questions. 1. What do you want people to
know about the Millennium Development Goal your gro up illustrated
today? 2. What more do you want to know about the Millennium
Development Goals?

Extension
Activities The following assignment can be given as part of an overall class-

based research assignment. Or, it can be done as either extra credit
or makeup work.

Q Design a service project in your own community. It should be 
related to reaching one or more of the MDGs. Or, get involved in 
a service project that is already happening. You might find ideas in
your local newspaper or by talking with teachers, parents, peers,
and others.
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TeachersÕ Tip
Share some of your own reflections
or experiences in the next class
period.

TeachersÕ Tip
Display posters throughout the
classroom so students can review
them throughout the unit.



Lesson
UNICEF Helps the World Reach 
the MDGs
TOTAL TIME: 45 Minutes

Objectives Students will:

Q Understand UNICEFÕs efforts to address and reach the MDGs

Session Plan Q OPENING ACTIVITY: 8 Minutes

Q IMAGINING THE FUTURE: MAPPING!: 35 Minutes

Q HOMEWORK: JOURNAL REFLECTION PART II: 2 Minutes

Vocabulary Q Acute

Q Chronic

Q Gender equity

Q Malaria

Q Parliament

Q Poverty

Q Tuberculosis

Materials NeededQ Flip chart or butcher paper

Q Optional: large world map or globe

Q Poster paper or newsprint

Q Student copies of ÒGroup Research Role CardsÓ (Handout #3), 
one per group

Q Blank outline maps of the world (Handout #4)

Q Up-to-date student world atlases (one per group)

Q Research packets (Handout #5aÐf, one for each group as assigned)

Q Colored pencils or crayons

Q Student copies of ÒGallery WalkÓ (Handout #6)
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Lesson 2

TeachersÕ Tip
For additional vocabulary words,
see ÒVoices of YouthÓ glossary on
the UNICEF website:
http://www .unicef.org/voy/explore/
sowc06/explore_2486.html.

TeachersÕ Tip
Put the world map onto an 
overhead transparency, projected
onto a wall. Each group can draw
a large version of the map onto
poster paper or newsprint and
tape it to the wall.

TeachersÕ Tip
To view and print out the
Millennium Development Goal
report, go to
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/mdg/.
Scroll down and click on the 
latest report.

2
TeachersÕ Tip
If a URL in this document appears
on two lines, the link may not 
activate. Copy and paste the 
URL on one line into your browser.



Setup Q Post butcher paper or a flip chart in the front. On the top of the
butcher paper, write ÒHow does UNICEF help the world reach the
MDGs?Ó

Q Set up six stations for mapping activity and assign students to
groups. Each group will label a world map showing a country
where UNICEF is involved in a project that tackles a problem related
to one or more of the MDGs .

Q Post a sign at each station with the group number and the names
of the students.

Q At each learning station, put out ÒGroup Research Role CardsÓ
(Handout #3), a blank outline map (Handout #4), at least one 
student atlas, and a selection of colored pencils.

Q Distribute copies of Handout #5aÐf, one for each group.

Q Place copies of ÒGallery WalkÓ (Handout #6) at each station.

Opening Activity 1. Gather students in a semicircle around the butcher paper or flip
chart and illustrations. Remind them to bring their journal entries
from the night before to the circle.

2. Ask students to speak about the eight MDGs in their own words.

3. Invite them to share some of their reflections from  the journal-
writing exercise. 

4. Tell the students that now that they have learned about the major
problems of hunger and poverty in the world and the  goals for solving
these problems, they are going to see how and where UNICEF is
working toward reaching the goals.

Imagining
the Future Mapping!

DIRECTIONS:
1.Tell students that each group will first read about a UNICEF project
in a specific country and then label that country on a world map.
Explain that since the selected UNICEF projects relate to one or more
of the MDGs, each group will also create two additi onal labels: project
description and the MDG or MDGs the program affects.

2. Review the roles for members of each group. Find de finitions for
roles on Handout #3.

3. Explain the roles that are possible (researcher, geographer, 
cartographer) and remind the class that they have a limited amount 
of time to create their maps. Find definitions for roles on Handout #3.
Review procedures for creating keys for student maps if necessary.
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TeachersÕ Tip
Class too small? Combine indicators
so each group focuses on more
than one.

TeachersÕ Tip
Have students select their own
role in the group!

TeachersÕ Tip
The illustrations students made
should prompt them to talk about
the eight MDGs.

TeachersÕ Tip
Make the groups different from
those in Activity #1. Students
should research a new goalÑ
different from the goal they 
illustrated in Lesson #1.

TeachersÕ Tip
Short on time? Select one or two
students, then ask if anyone has
anything different to share.

TeachersÕ Tip
Observe the groups and offer
assistance as necessary. 
As students are working, complete
a group project rubric for each
group.



4. When time is up, have students post their maps and take
ÒGallery WalkÓ (Handout #6) and a pencil with them.

5. Have students spend 1Ð2 minutes at each map, completing
Handout #6.

6. Bring students back to the circle.

7. Ask the question: In what ways do these UNICEF programs move
the world closer to reaching the MDGs?

8. Ask students to look at Handout #6 and have volunteers read
some of their responses to the question in column 3: ÒWhy is this
UNICEF project important?Ó

Homework Journal Reflection Part II
DIRECTIONS:
1.Tell the students that tonight they are going to reflect on the 
different parts of the world and why some areas are  doing well and
others are not.

2.They are also going to reflect on how individuals can help the
world reach the MDGs.

3. Write the following assignment for journal reflection on the 
chalkboard and have students copy it. Make sure students understand
what is being asked. 

Journal Reflection Assignment: Write 2Ð3 paragraphs in your 
journal responding to these questions. 1. What kinds of things can
you, your friends, family, and community do to help reach the MDGs?
2. In which part of the world would you most like to f ocus your
efforts? Why?
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TeachersÕ Tip
The statistical tables on ÒChild
ProtectionÓ also contain data on
female genital mutilation. Before
assigning this activity, view these
tables to see whether they are
appropriate for your class.



Lesson
What Is Being Done?
What Can We Do?
TOTAL TIME: 45 Minutes

Objectives Students will:
Q Understand how young people are working to meet the

Millennium Development Goals

Q Evaluate the efforts of these young people

Session Plan Q OPENING ACTIVITY: 3 Minutes

Q IMAGINING THE FUTURE: READING SKILL BUILDER: 42 Minutes

Vocabulary Q Millennium Campaign

Q Non-governmental organization (NGO)

Q Nonprofit

Q Not for profit

Materials NeededQ Newsprint

Q Markers

Q Student copies of ÒYoung People Around the World Tackle the
MDGsÓ (Handout #7)

Q Student copies of ÒWho's Doing What?Ó reading strategies journal
(Handout #8)

Setup Q Continue to display the illustrations of the eight Millennium
Development Goals and the world maps where students  can
review them.

Q Have students gather as a group in a semicircle, so they can see
their illustrations from Lessons 1 and 2. Post the flip chart or
newsprint in the front of the room. On the top of the flip chart or
newsprint, write the question: ÒWhat can young peop le do?Ó
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3
TeachersÕ Tip
If a URL in this document appears
on two lines, the link may not 
activate. Copy and paste the 
URL on one line into your browser.



Opening Activity DIRECTIONS:
1.Gather students into a semicircle for a review. Ask students to
revisit the maps and review what they learned from the ÒGallery
WalkÓ (Handout #6).

2. Have one or two students share their journal reflections.

3. Ask students if they know of individuals who are doing work that
will help the world to reach the MDGs. Elicit one or two responses.
Write these on the flip chart.

4. Tell students that they are going to learn about young people who
are taking action on the MDGs in their countries.

Imagining the 
Future DIRECTIONS:

1.Have students work in groups of four.

2. Assign a number, 1Ð4, to each group member.

3.Distribute ÒYoung People Around the World Tackle the MDGsÓ
(Handout #7) and ÒWho's Doing What?Ó (Handout #8). Have 
volunteers locate the countriesÑSenegal, Australia, Vietnam, 
USAÑon a world map.

4.Tell students that for ÒSection 1: Senegal,Ó all students 
numbered Ò1Ó will summarize, all students numberedÒ2Ó will 
question, all students numbered Ò3Ó will react, and all students 
numbered Ò4Ó will connect.

5.Have students read ÒSection 1: SenegalÓ (Handout #7) and take
notes in the margin and in the first column of Hand out #8. They should
use the strategy they have been assigned based on their numbers.

6.For ÒSection 2: Vietnam,Ó students numbered Ò1Ó will question,
Ò2Ó students will connect, Ò3Ó students will summarize, and Ò4Ó 
students will react.

7.Have students read ÒSection 2: VietnamÓ and take notes in the
margin and in the first column of Handout #8. They should use the
strategy they have been assigned based on their numbers. 

8.Continue with ÒSection 3: AustraliaÓ and ÒSection 4: USA,Ó rotating
strategies, so that in each group, each student uses all four reading
strategies by the end of Handout #7.

9.Have students read and complete columns one and two in
Handout #8 for all four sections. Save column three for later.

10.Upon completion of reading all four sections, have students
review each section in their groups. The student who ÒsummarizedÓ

Measuring Success: The Millennium Development Goals 14www.teachunicef.org

Lesson 3

TeachersÕ Tip
Brush up on student reading
strategies: See ÒReading StrategiesÓ
(Teacher Overhead #2). Review:
summarize, question, react, and
connect.



reports first, then the student who Òquestioned,Ó followed by 
ÒreactionsÓ and Òconnections.Ó

11.Based on the discussion, students can ask questions related to
the text and take notes in column three for each section.

12.Wrap up by asking: ÒWhat motivated the young people introduced
in Handout #7 to tackle the MDGs?Ó

Extension ActivityThe following assignment can be given as part of an overall class-
based research assignment, or it can be done as extra credit.

Q Encourage students to continue learning about young people 
and the MDGs by visiting the Millennium Campaign at : 
http://www .millenniumcampaign.org. Select ÒWhoÕs Doing WhatÓ
at top of page and then select ÒYouth.Ó From here, students can 
link to youth activities related to the MDGs.

Q Have students discuss with teachers, parents, or peers what
things they might do to reach one or more of the MDGs. 

Q Ask students to design or get involved in a service  project related
to reaching those goals.
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National StandardsThe three lessons in this unit align with the follo wing national guidelines
for curriculum standards:

HISTORY/SOCIAL STUDIES
World History StandardsÑGrades 5Ð12
Era 9: The 20th Century Since 1945: Promises and Pa radoxes
Q Students understand the search for community, stability, and

peace in an interdependent world.

Q Students understand the major global trends since World War II.

U.S. History StandardsÑGrades 5Ð12
Era 10: Contemporary United States (1968 to the pre sent)
Q Students understand recent developments in foreign and domestic

politics.

Q Students understand economic, social, and cultural developments
in the contemporary United States.

Geography StandardsÑGrades KÐ12
Human Systems
Q Students understand the patterns and networks of ec onomic 

interdependence on Earth's surface. 

Q Students understand how forces of cooperation and c onflict
among people influence the division and control of Earth's surface.

Environment and Society 
Q Students understand how human actions modify the ph ysical 

environment.

Q Students understand how physical systems affect hum an systems.

Q Students understand the changes that occur in the m eaning, use,
distribution, and importance of resources.

Social Studies StandardsÑGrades KÐ12
Q Strand III: People, Places and Environments
Q Strand V: Individuals, Groups and Institutions 
Q Strand VI: Power, Authority, Governance
Q Strand VII: Production, Distribution, Consumption 
Q Strand VIII Science, Technology and Society 
Q Strand IX: Global Connections
Q Strand X: Civic Practices and Ideals

ENGLISH/LANGUAGE ARTS
Q Standard 1: Students read a wide range of print and nonprint

texts to build an understanding of texts, of themse lves, and of 
the cultures of the United States and the world; to acquire new
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information; to respond to the needs and demands of society and
the workplace; and for personal fulfillment. Among these texts are
fiction and nonfiction, classic and contemporary work.

Q Standard 5: Students employ a wide range of strategies as they
write and use different writing process elements appropriately to
communicate with different audiences for a variety of purposes.

Q Standard 6: Students apply knowledge of language structure, 
language conventions (e.g., spelling and punctuation), media 
techniques, figurative language, and genre to create, critique, 
and discuss print and nonprint texts.

Q Standard 7: Students conduct research on issues and interests
by generating ideas and questions, and by posing problems. They
gather, evaluate, and synthesize data from a variety of sources
(e.g., print and nonprint texts, artifacts, people) to communicate
their discoveries in ways that suit their purpose a nd audience.

Q Standard 8: Students use a variety of technological and information
resources (e.g., libraries, databases, computer networks, video) to
gather and synthesize information and to create and communicate
knowledge.

SCIENCE
Science Content StandardsÑGrades 5Ð8
Content Standard F: Science in Personal and Social Perspectives
Students should develop understanding of:
Q Populations, resources, and environments
Q Natural hazards
Q Risks and benefits
Q Science and technology in society

MATHEMATICS
Mathematics StandardsÑGrades 6Ð8
Standard 6: Problem Solving

Q Students will develop a disposition to formulate, r epresent, abstract,
and generalize in situations within and outside mathematics.

Standard 10: Representation

Q Students will use representations to model and interpret physical,
social, and mathematical phenomena.

ARTS
Visual Arts StandardsÑGrades 5Ð8
Standard 2: Using Knowledge of Structures and Funct ions

Q Students select and use the qualities of structures and functions
of art to improve communication of their ideas.
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Handouts
Lesson 1
Handout #1 . . . . . . . . . . . Viewing Guide: The Millennium Development Goals 
Handout #2 . . . . . . . . . . The Millennium Development Goals

Lesson 2
Handout #3 . . . . . . . . . . Group Research Role Cards
Handout #4 . . . . . . . . . . Outline Map of the World
Handout #5aÐf . . . . . . . How Are UNICEF Projects Helping to Achieve the

Millennium Development Goals?
Handout #6 . . . . . . . . . . Gallery Walk

Lesson 3
Handout #7 . . . . . . . . . . Young People Around the World Tackle the MDGs
Handout #8 . . . . . . . . . . Who's Doing What?

Teacher Overhead #1 . . . The Millennium Development Goals (Lesson 1)
Teacher Overhead #2 . . . Reading Strategies (Lesson 3)

TeachersÕ Tip
If a URL in this document appears on two lines, the link may not 
activate. Copy and paste the URL on one line into your browser.
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Directions:
Review the vocabulary below with your teacher. After you watch the video
clip, answer the questions below. Some of the questions have more than
one answer. Choose the answer you think is best.

Vocabulary

Degrade; degraded Mortality Vulnerable
Globalization UNICEF
Millennium United Nations (UN)

1. UNICEF is the UN organization for .

2. What are two of the things that UNICEF wants to make sure every
child has?

3. How will the world benefit from reaching the Millennium Development
Goals? 

4.In your own words, write a sentence to tell someone what the film was
about.

Viewing Guide
The Millennium Development Goals
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The Millennium Development Goals
Group Assignment:Your group number (1Ð8) corresponds to the Millennium Development Goal
(MDG) your group will illustrate with a drawing based on the UN icon. The drawing is the first step in
creating a poster that will help other students understand the MDG. Your group will be evaluated on
how well you work together, how effective your drawing is at conveying information about your MDG,
and how you present your drawing to the class.

GROUP 1
Goal 1: End extreme poverty and hunger 
Reduce the number of people living on less than $1 a day by half and reduce the number
of people suffering from hunger by half.

Problem:
Q More than 30% of children in developing countriesÑabout 600 millionÑlive on less

than US $1 a day.
Q Every 3.6 seconds one person dies of starvation. Usually it is a child under the age of 5.

Poverty affects everything!
Children living in poverty often become sick because they do not have clean water to
drink. When they are sick, they cannot go to school. Without an education, children have
fewer choices and opportunities.
http://www .millenniumcampaign.org/site/pp.asp?c=grKVL2NLE&b=185518

GROUP 2
Goal 2: Achieve universal primary education 
Make sure that every boy and girl in the world can go to elementary school.

Problem:
Q As of 2001 estimates, around 115 million children of primary school age, the majority of

them girls, do not attend school.

Education is central to children's rights!
When you are educated, you are better able to influence what happens to you. Education
gives you choicesÑand the confidence to take advant age of those choices.
http://www .millenniumcampaign.org/site/pp.asp?c=grKVL2NLE&b=185519

GROUP 3
Goal 3: Promote gender equality and empower women
Work to make sure that girls can go to school and that women have the opportunity to
make choices in their lives. 

Problem:
Q Two-thirds of the world's 799 million illiterate adults ages 15 and over are women.

Advancing the rights of women and children advances humanity!
Some 121 million children are not in school, most of them girls. Yet study after study
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shows that educating girls is the single-most effective policy to raise overall economic 
productivity, lower infant and maternal mortality, educate the next generation, improve
nutrition, and promote health.
http://www .millenniumcampaign.org/site/pp.asp?c=grKVL2NLE&b=186382

GROUP 4
Goal 4: Reduce child mortality 
Reduce the number of deaths of young children by two-thirds.

Problem: 
Q About 29,000 children under the age of 5Ñ21 each mi nuteÑdie every day, mainly from

preventable causes.
Q These deaths occur mainly in the developing world. An Ethiopian child is 30 times more

likely to die by his or her 5th birthday than a child in Western Europe. Two-thirds of
deaths occur in just 10 countries.

The majority of deaths of children under 5 are preventable!
More than 70% of almost 11 million child deaths eve ry year are attributable to six causes:
Q Diarrhea Q Malaria Q Neonatal infection
Q Pneumonia Q Preterm delivery Q Lack of oxygen at birth

Research and experience show that six million of th e almost 11 million children who 
die each year could be saved by vaccines, antibiotics, micronutrient supplementation,
insecticide-treated bed nets, and improved family care.
http://www .millenniumcampaign.org/site/pp.asp?c=grKVL2NLE&b=186384

GROUP 5
Goal 5: Improve maternal health 
Improve the health of mothers before and just after their babies are born and reduce the
number of maternal deaths by three-quarters.

Problem:
Q A woman dies from complications in childbirth every minuteÑabout 529,000 each

yearÑthe vast majority of them in developing countr ies.

The majority of these deaths are preventable!
About 15% of pregnancies and childbirths need emerg ency care because of complications
that are difficult to predict. Access to skilled care during pregnancy, childbirth, and the first
month after delivery is key to saving the lives of women and their children.
http://www .millenniumcampaign.org/site/pp.asp?c=grKVL2NLE&b=186385

GROUP 6
Goal 6: Combat HIV/AIDS, malaria, and other diseases 
Fight diseases like HIV/AIDS and malaria that can be prevented and treated.

Problem:
Q Millions of children are dying needlessly.



Q Malaria kills a child somewhere in the world every 30 seconds. 
Q HIV/AIDS, malaria, measles, polio, and tuberculosis threaten the lives of millions of 

children who would survive and flourish elsewhere.

Research and education can reduce deaths from these diseases!
Over the decades, research and experience has clearly shown what needs to be done,
what works, and what doesn't. There are measures that are proven to work and to be
cost-effective, including micronutrient supplementation, insecticide-treated mosquito 
nets, and interventions to improve basic health care.
http://www .millenniumcampaign.org/site/pp.asp?c=grKVL2NLE&b=186386

GROUP 7
Goal 7: Ensure environmental sustainability
Make sure that the environment is protected for people now and in the future. Reduce 
by half the number of people without clean drinking  water and sanitation.

Problem:
Q A child dies every 15 seconds from disease attributable to unsafe drinking water,

deplorable sanitation, and poor hygiene.
Q As of 2002, one in six people worldwideÑ1.1 billion  totalÑhad no access to clean

water. About 400 million of these are children. 
Q Four of ten people worldwide don't have access to e ven a simple latrine.
Q More than 614 million children have to live in dwel lings with more than five people per

room or that have mud flooring.

Providing access to safe drinking water and sanitation for more people is achievable!
The world is on track to meet the target for drinki ng water. When governments are able to
adequately treat and dispose of wastewater, it leads to better conservation and less waste
of fresh water.
http://www .millenniumcampaign.org/site/pp.asp?c=grKVL2NLE&b=186388

GROUP 8
Goal 8: Develop a global partnership for development
Help to create better, fairer business and trade opportunities that reduce poverty and help
everyone in the world. 

Problem:
Q Many poor countries are in debt to rich countries and cannot develop their economies.
Q Many young people worldwide do not have opportunities to find jobs.

Governments, organizations, and businesses can work together!
Poor countries must work toward achieving the first seven goals. But to do that, it is 
necessary for richer countries to deliver more effe ctive aid, debt relief, and fairer trade rules,
well in advance of 2015. Many governments, organizations, and companies are helping
poor countries to use new technology to develop the ir economies. Some countries have
already agreed to reduce the amount of debt of the poor countries.
http://www .millenniumcampaign.org/site/pp.asp?c=grKVL2NLE&b=186389
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Group Research Role Cards

!

RESEARCHER 1:
Q Uses information in Handout #5 to identify which MDGs the UNICEF program in the assigned country

relates to
Q Provides information to geographer, who helps cartographer put it onto the map

!

RESEARCHER 2:
Q Uses information in Handout #5 to identify which MDGs the UNICEF program in the assigned country

relates to
Q Provides information to geographer, who helps cartographer put it onto the map

!

GEOGRAPHER:
Q Uses atlas to locate assigned country and provide correct country label for map
Q Assists cartographer in creating map labels about MDGs and UNICEF program

!

CARTOGRAPHER:
Q Decides on color scheme for country and positioning of labels regarding UNICEF programs
Q Works with geographer to label country and provide information about UNICEF programs

!

TeachersÕ Tip
Prepare one set for each group and cut into separate cards.
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MDG indicator Team members



How Are UNICEF Projects Helping to Achieve
the Millennium Development Goals?

MOZAMBIQUE
Your Group Challenge:
Q Locate and label Mozambique on the world map.
Q Write a brief description of this project on the map.
Q List the Millennium Development Goal or Goals advanced by this UNICEF program.

Mosquito nets are saving children's lives in Mozambique
Rachelle, 16, is peeling green and red vegetables in front of her house. She is preparing a traditional
dish that is supposed to protect against malaria and hepatitis. The fear of malaria is everywhere in
Mozambique and for good reason. Every year, over 25,000 children under 5 years of age die of malaria,
which remains the leading cause of infant mortality .

Rachelle and her family have several mosquito nets inside the house. ÒMy mother got the net two
years ago after the big flood,Ó says Rachelle. ÒEvery night, I put the sleeping mat on the floor, unroll 
the net and tuck it under the mat. I sleep there wi th my little nephew. We sleep better, and we haven't
had malaria since we got the net,Ó she adds with a shy smile.

What UNICEF is doing about malaria in Mozambique
In Mozambique, UNICEF supports a number of activities related to malaria, focusing on the procurement
of insecticide-treated nets. While these activities  started on a small scale a few years ago, the devastating
flood that affected Mozambique in February 2000 changed the magnitude of UNICEF's assistanceÉ.
Hundreds of thousands of people were displaced and lost their houses and belongings. Because of the
stagnating water, malaria rapidly became a major health problem. In consultation with the government
of Mozambique, UNICEF together with other or ganizations such as Oxfam and Merlin procured over
200,000 mosquito nets and insecticide treatment kits for 100,000 families. 

During the distribution of nets, families were informed about the use of nets and their re-treatment.
Trucks loaded with mosquito nets would arrive in vil lages in the morning. Each truck was accompanied
by É a health educator [who] É would first explain the benefits of using mosquito nets and hold a
demonstration on how to treat nets before distributing them. 

In 2001 and 2002, UNICEF supported the province in carrying out a massive campaign for the re-treatment
of nets with insecticide. The results have been sig nificant: a survey É showed that 96 percent of fami lies
were using their nets.

http://www .unicef.org/infobycountry/mozambique_2232.html
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How Are UNICEF Projects Helping to Achieve
the Millennium Development Goals?

NICARAGUA
Your Group Challenge:
Q Locate and label Nicaragua on the world map.
Q Write a brief description of this project on the map.
Q List the Millennium Development Goal or Goals advanced by this UNICEF program.

A day in the life of a determined schoolgirl
Fifteen-year-old Haitza Ortiz lives with her mother and younger sister in a poor suburb of Managua,
Nicaragua's capital. Haitza's school starts in the afternoon, so she uses the morning to do chores around
the house. She gets up at 5:30 a.m. every day to prepare breakfast for her sister and mother. Her sister
Lupita goes to the same school, but in the morning,  and her mother takes the bus to work as a maid at
the other end of townÉ.

Haitza studies at the San Luis School. She is in the second year of her secondary school. Haitza studies
hard, with dreams of becoming a computer scientist,  an ambition supported by her mother. ÒMy mother
is always telling me I have to study to have a life better than hers. She had to drop out of school when
she was 10 and was sent to work as a maid in the ca pital,Ó says Haitza.

As the largest country in Central America, Nicaragua has a population of 5.1 million people, more 
than half of whom are under 18 years of age. The country is also the third poorest in the AmericasÑ
46 percent of the population are poor and 15 percent are extremely poor.

Although 79 percent of primary school-age children are enrolled in school É in 2002 only 29 percent 
of students completed primary school. Girls often drop out of school to take care of younger siblings 
or help with household chores.

How UNICEF is helping students in Nicaragua
UNICEF is working with the government of Nicaragua to improve the education system. One example 
is the Child-Friendly and Healthy Schools Initiative. The initiative builds on strong student, parent,
teacher, and community involvement. Good teaching, health services, meals, water, and sanitation for
the students are essential components of the programÉ. Many families in Nicaragua appreciate the
importance of education and want to break the cycle of p overty in which they find themselves. The 
family of Haitza Ortiz is just one of them.

http://www .unicef.org/infobycountry/nicaragua_24060.html



Measuring Success: The Millennium Development Goals 27www.teachunicef.org

Handout  #5c

How Are UNICEF Projects Helping to Achieve
the Millennium Development Goals?

ALBANIA
Your Group Challenge:
Q Locate and label Albania on the world map. 
Q Write a brief description of this project on the map.
Q List the Millennium Development Goal or Goals advanced by this UNICEF program.

YAPS Social Business
The dramatic pace of change in Albania has taken a heavy toll on the most vulnerable children and
young people, including parentless youth, those with a disability, migrants, and RomaÉ.

The Youth Albania Parcel Service (YAPS) exclusively employs disadvantaged youth. YAPS opened its
doors for business in 2001. Some 40 young people are employed. [They run] almost all aspects of 
the business under the management of the Don Bosco Foundation. 

Messengers and couriers are working between the international airport, Tirana, and Durres. Expansion 
is occurring gradually to include other cities. These young people are provided with employment, but 
the benefits go far beyond the paycheck. Most importantly, they are building up self-esteem and 
confidence.É The YAPS venture was designed as a bus iness redistributing earnings and profits for 
children in need. The leading bank, Italy-Banca Intesa BCI, provided the resources neededÉ. Early on 
an impressive range of business partners emerged and formed a foundation to support further work 
in this direction.

With strong governmental support, it is also anticipated that this project will serve as replicable model
for designing creative business solutions to complex social problems. The surplus profits made by the
young people will be invested in their own training , into developing and expanding the business, and
also into other projects aimed at tackling poverty and social exclusionÉ.

What UNICEF is doing to help young people in Albania
By joining with the private sector, UNICEF has been able to broker relationships that harness the swift
Albanian economic growth for urgent social investmentsÉ. In the process the YAPS Foundation has
emerged as a unique forum for child and youth rights advocacy. 

http://www .unicef.org/infobycountry/albania_432.html
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How Are UNICEF Projects Helping to Achieve
the Millennium Development Goals?

INDIA
Your Group Challenge:
Q Locate and label India on the world map.
Q Write a brief description of this project on the map.
Q List the Millennium Development Goal or Goals advanced by this UNICEF program.

Water and sanitation and the power of women
In India, like most developing countries, women are the collectors of water, spending between 1 to 4
hours a day lugging jugs to their homes. They are the ones who manage household water use. Local
women are usually the experts on water in their communities: where it is located, how reliable the
source is, [and] what the community needs.É So it i s not surprising that UNICEF enlisted women as
important members of the water and sanitation team.

How UNICEF is helping Indian women 
In the UNICEF-assisted Sanitation, Water, and Community Health project, five women from neighboring
communities in the Rajasthan district maintain the villages' hand pumps. UNICEF helped a local non-
governmental organization (NGO) train these mostly illiterate rural women to keep their villages' wate r flowing.

Narayni, Rasila, Shambhu, Mira, and Lakshmi were taught to service and repair É an Indian-made hand
pump designed especially for the water challenges of the country. They check each pump every two
weeks.É The team is called upon at least five or si x times a month to get a pump up and running. They
are paid a small salary for their efforts, adding up to about two full workdays a week.

ÒPeople used to laugh at us in the beginning,Ó said Shambhu. ÒThey didn't think we could do what they
said was a man's job.Ó The women have won over the doubters. Their dependability, determination, and
skill have helped to keep the villages' water pumps flowing. The crew has helped improve the health of
the communities, giving families safe water for cooking, washing, and farmingÉ.

The success of this women-directed project has been duplicated in many other states throughout
India.É Not only do their efforts serve the community, but their wages supplement family incomes.
There is another benefit as well. Many of the women workers are now receiving literacy classes as 
part of their mechanic's training. 

By tapping into women's experience and wisdom, communities have gained access to safe water, and
the women have gained stature and self-esteem.

http://www .unicef.org/infobycountry/india_2043.html
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How Are UNICEF Projects Helping to Achieve
the Millennium Development Goals?

ANGOLA
Your Group Challenge:
Q Locate and label Angola on the world map. 
Q Write a brief description of this project on the map.
Q List the Millennium Development Goal or Goals advanced by this UNICEF project.

Immunizing Angola's children against measles
It is just shy of 11 a.m., the Angolan sun has been burning for hours, and Teresa Alcino is happy to be 
in the shade.É In one swift, yet skilled movement Teresa swings her baby sister from her back and into
the vaccinator's arms. Teresa is 7. Her little sister, Joana, just 2. Joana is young, but heavy, and this
immunization post at the central market in Lubango,  in Angola's south, is 2 kilometres from Teresa and
Joana's small village.

Teresa has brought Joana here to be immunized against measles. It is the second phase of Angola's
National Measles Campaign, the biggest health initiative in the country's history. Joana is one of
3,150,000 Angolan children whom UNICEF and Angola's Ministry of Health aim to immunize.É (And
because Joana is under 5 years of age, she and three million others in the same age range will also
receive a vitamin A capsule to boost their immune s ystems.)

How UNICEF is helping to protect the health of Angolan children 
UNICEF and partners are seeking to immunize seven million Angola children; that is every single
Angolan boy and girl aged between 9 months and 15 years. It would be a tough task anywhere, though
it is made especially challenging in a country where distances are vast, transport limited, communica-
tions simple, and the basic health system has been devastated by four decades of war.É

UNICEF's broader goal in Angola É [is] routine immunization. Measles is the leading cause of vaccine-
preventable mortality in AngolaÉ. Around 10,000 Angolan children die each year from measles, with 95
percent of cases occurring in children below 15 years of age. This translates to 30 children dying every
day from a disease that means little more in the developed world than a few days off school.

http://www .unicef.org/infobycountry/angola_13042.html
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How Are UNICEF Projects Helping to Achieve
the Millennium Development Goals?

EITHIOPIA
Your Group Challenge:
Q Locate and label Eithiopia on the world map.
Q Write a brief description of this project on the map.
Q List the Millennium Development Goal or Goals advanced by this UNICEF project.

UNICEF sets up feeding centers to combat malnutrition in Ethiopia
Belaynnu Bassa, a 16-year-old mother É nearly lost her 9-month-old baby, Asefa, to hunger and disease
because she was too malnourished herself to produce sufficient breast milk. Bassa was able to save her
child by taking her to the Derara Therapeutic Feeding Centre, an emergency program set up by Save the
Children that helps nurse severely malnourished children back to health.É

With enriched milk provided by UNICEF, the center will be able to provide Bassa's child with 21 days 
of treatment to help the baby recover. It will also make sure that when she returns home, she can get
additional high-energy food at a supplementary feeding site, to ensure that the baby will not fall ill  again. 

Such centers are of critical importance for child survival at this time.É Ethiopia is one of the poorest
countries in the world.É Recent droughts and a decr ease in the amount of arable land, coupled with 
a population that has continued to grow and worseni ng poverty have resulted in chronic food shortages
and increasing destitution. UNICEF estimates that across the country some 450,000 children under 5
years of age are suffering from acute malnutrition.

What UNICEF is doing to feed children in Eithiopia
UNICEF in collaboration with [other organizations and government agencies] É supports 53 therapeutic
feeding centers and is planning to start supporting many more.  

It is also setting up supporting supplementary feeding sites where children and breastfeeding and 
pregnant mothers receive extra high-energy food to prevent them from becoming further malnourished.É

In addition, UNICEF sent world-renowned nutritionists, Professor Mike Golden and Dr. Yvonne Grellety,
as consultants to the country to help develop a treatment regimen that is now being implemented in 
the feeding centers.É UNICEF has also provided two-day intensive training programs for some 200
Ethiopian nursing students who have been deployed É  to therapeutic centers.

http://www .unicef.org/infobycountry/ethiopia_feeding_centres.html
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Gallery Walk
GALLERY WALK

Directions: When you are finished with your map, post it according to your teacher's instructions. 

As you study and evaluate your classmates' work, complete this chart. Put a star next to the map 

that your group completed.

Map 1

Map 2

Map 3

Map 4

Country Which MDG or MDGs 
are affected by 

this UNICEF project?

Why is this UNICEF 
project important? 

Map 5

Map 6



SECTION 1: SENEGAL

Youth Ending Poverty: A Case Study
Dame Diop, Senegal
I am from a village called Baity Bacar.É [I] began school in 1984 in Baity Dakhar, a nearby village, and
spent 5 years there before going to Tivaouane to complete secondary school. In 1998, I entered the
University of Dakar where I got my MA degree. I am now a teacher trainee at the University of Dakar.

I have a strong sensitivity to people's living conditions. I believe that my lifetime mission is to mobilize
all my strength and energy to fight poverty. This is what led me to start a poverty-reduction organization
where I live on February 17, 2004. The members of my organization are mainly inhabitants of three 
villages É [which have about] two thousand inhabitants. The main sources of income in this region are
agriculture É and commerce. The villages have no good roads, electricity, or phone lines, nor any public 
or private health centerÉ. 

Our main actions aim to improve education and health because we strongly believe that they are the
foundations of development. Despite the lack of fun ds, some good things have been achieved, within 
a short amount of time, thanks to the determination  of our members. First of all, we have succeeded in
getting the inhabitants of these three villages to come to the organization's headquarters to discuss and
make decisions about things that affect their own living conditions. Second, we bought some mosquito
nets during the rainy seasons and sold them on credit to members who badly needed them to avoid 
diseases such as malaria. We also cleaned up public places (for example, schools, markets, etc.) to
make the environment where we live healthierÉ.

Before that, we organized summer courses for the youth of the village. We are continuing our program
by organizing a Medical Day in Baity. On that day, we will be inviting qualified doctors from Dakar to talk
to the villagers. We are currently trying to mobilize drugs which doctors will be distributing for free. Our
aim is to continue the same actions in or der to help the people of Baity secure better living conditions
for themselves and their children.

[UN Cyberschools Millennium Development Goals, Youth Articles]
http://cyberschoolbus.un.org/mdgs/voice.asp?iGoal=10&iLang=en&iKeyword=articles&id=21
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Young People Around the World Tackle the MDGs
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SECTION 2: VIETNAM

An Overview of the Vietnam MDG Youth Campaign
Romi-Nguyen Hong Nhung
During 2003 and 2004, young people in Vietnam were stirred up by a Millennium Development Goal
youth campaign launched by the United Nations Vietnam Country Team. Since its first launch in 2003,
the campaign has involved more and more young Vietnamese people in many innovative programs. 

Thanks to the campaign's series of initiatives É yo uth in Vietnam are now more aware of the MDGs and
the country's current development challenges.É The Young Initiative to Promote Volunteerism for the
MDGs competition was very successful. The competition É encouraged É [young people] to propose
an initiative or a creative plan to stimulate volunteerism for the MDGs among young people in Vietnam.

The two winners of the competition in 2003 and 2004 have done this and more. Nguyen Van Dung É
spent a month bicycling on a 2,100-km journey [about 1300 miles] along the S-shaped country to bring
the MDG message to young people. Nguyen Thi Tuyet Mai É went backpacking through 23 provinces
(13 of which are among the poorest). She experienced 80 days living with the poor, encountering 
different MDG issues É and sharing the MDG story with people, particularly the youngÉ. Dung and
Mai both have given a great impetus to the growth of youth volunteerism for the MDGs in VietnamÉ.
Their stories continue to É [inspire] more and more people.

ÒThang's JourneyÓ was another É [success] of the MD G youth campaign in Vietnam. Thang, which
means Òvictory,Ó is actually a character of an MDG booklet first published in 2003. On Thang's travel
from the North to the South of the country, he comes across MDG concerns such as extreme poverty 
in rural areas, student dropouts, and a person living with HIV. Designed in the popular Japanese manga
style É ÒThang's JourneyÓ not only conveys the MDGs well to Vietnamese youth but also provides the
readers with key national data on each MDG, and gives them some suggestions to take action on the
MDGsÉ. Ò'Thang's Jour ney' has so far been a success and [is] used in an increasing number of UN 
projects for training and information purposes,Ó writes Catherine Callens É the UN Communications
Officer in VietnamÉ. 

Send[ing] the MDG messages through music and media is highly É [effective]É. A free É MDG youth
concert which involved some very famous Vietnamese pop bands and singers É proved to be a very
effective way to communicate the MDGsÉ.

Since the official launch of the MDG youth campaign in Vietnam, many young Vietnamese people have
enthusiastically been engaged in various programs of the campaignÉ. Still, as actions speak louder than
words, it is [now] É their turn to make contributions to the country's MDG achievement by 2015.

[UN Cyberschools Millennium Development Goals, Youth Articles]
http://cyberschoolbus.un.org/mdgs/voice.asp?iGoal=10&iLang=en&iKeyword=articles&id=5



SECTION 3: AUSTRALIA

Young Australians Bring Their Voices to the Nation's Capital
Madeleine Penman
Young Australians show[ed] their support in front of Australia's Parliament House, holding letters that
spelled out ÒMake Poverty History.Ó Over 200 Australians under the age of 25 journeyed to the nation's
capital to increase understanding of the Millennium Development Goals. We urged our elected leaders
to keep Australia's promise to halve world poverty by 2015. For two days, we met with É politicians
from all major political parties. It was a great success. Participants met with Australia's federal treasurer,
Mr. Peter Costello, and asked him to scale up Australia's development assistance.É

We met with Australia's foreign aid agency, AusAID, to discuss the inclusion of the Millennium
Development Goals in a White Paper [official report on government policy] on the future direction and
scope of Australia's overseas aidÉ. We brought our voices to É say that we as young people want to
see our government work for us to end extreme poverty. The initial recommendations from the White
Paper's Core Group show some support for the MDGs, but not at the level that is urgently needed.

Members of Parliament and senators were roused by t he delegation of passionate young people.
Politicians initiated press releases and came to join our public events, and one MP even pledged to make
a speech in federal Parliament about our road trip! Our efforts made it onto national breakfast television
and received press coverage, all adding to the awareness of the Millennium Development Goals. 

The trip É has built a strong compact for young people across Australia who are committed to the
Millennium Development Goals. Catherine, aged 18 from Sydney, remarked that the experience was 
one of the best things she had ever done in her life. Young people used their voices and showed, yes,
we can have a huge impact!

[UN Cyberschools Millennium Development Goals, Youth Articles]
http://cyberschoolbus.un.org/mdgs/voice.asp?iGoal=10&iLang=en&iKeyword=articles&id=38
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SECTION 4: USA

Chicago Youth for the Millennium Development Goals
ÒI want to make a difference in the world for all of those who are poor,Ó says Tanquie.

ÒI want to ... learn more about the neighborhood in the global community,Ó says Craig. ÒI also want 
to ... try to help somebody and lead them to the right path.Ó

ÒI want to be able to say I made a change, I left my mark.... I want to ... know more about how to stop
poverty,Ó says Kyesha.

The 14- to 17-year-old members of Chicago Youth for the Millennium Development Goals (CYMDG) are
not unfamiliar with poverty É but learning about the less fortunate situations of their peers across the
globe É empowers students here at home, says Malii Brown, CYMDG's program managerÉ. 

This year's group of CYMDG participantsÑknown as a cohortÑis made up of students from EXCEL
Academy High School on Chicago's west side. Student s apply to be members of the cohort and are
guided through an experience to help them better understand the Millennium Development Goals
(MDGs)É.

Through research, field trips, social activism, and creative interpretation of what the MDGs mean to
them, the students expand their knowledge of the world. They  also make contact with people from
around the world. The program culminates with a sum mit in May, where the cohort presents their
research on a specific Millennium Development Goal and country.

One student, Raul, described his motivation for being part of CYMDG this way: ÒI tell people about this
everywhere I goÑwhether at school or out of school. I try to provide people with facts about poverty
and how we can help, always trying to get more peop le involved in this goal. I want to É encourage
more people to join in for the worldwide fight against poverty.Ó

[Based on information provided by Malii Brown of the CYMDG.]
http://www .millenniumcampaign.org/site/apps/nl/content3.asp?c=grKVL2NLE&b=980851&content_id=%
7BBB5FAB54-D97C-46C1-9C95-7628FABB4210%7D&notoc=1
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Measuring Success: The Millennium Development Goals 
Lesson 3:WhoÕs Doing What?
Directions: As you read each section of the article ÒYoung People Around the World Tackle the MDGs,Ó complete the first two columns in the
journal. In column one use the strategy your group has been assigned for the section. In column two, m ake notes on anything that you think is
interesting or confusing, or that you need to know more about. DO NOT WRITE IN COLUMN THREE UNTIL LATER. 

Strategy for this section (circle one):
Summarize Question React Connect

SECTION ONE

Things that are interesting or confusing,
or that I need to know more about:

(Complete this later)
Things I learned from my discussion:

Strategy for this section (circle one):
Summarize Question React Connect

SECTION TWO

Things that are interesting or confusing,
or that I need to know more about:

(Complete this later)
Things I learned from my discussion:
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Strategy for this section (circle one):
Summarize Question React Connect

SECTION THREE

Things that are interesting or confusing,
or that I need to know more about:

(Complete this later)
Things I learned from my discussion:

Strategy for this section (circle one):
Summarize Question React Connect

SECTION FOUR

Things that are interesting or confusing,
or that I need to know more about:

(Complete this later)
Things I learned from my discussion:



Measuring Success: The Millennium
Development Goals (MDGs)

Goal 1:End extreme poverty
and hunger
Reduce the number of people living on less
than $1 a day by half and reduce the number
of people suffering from hunger by half.

Goal 2:Achieve universal 
primary education
Make sure that every boy and girl in the
world can complete elementary school.

Goal 3: Promote gender
equality and empower women
Work to make sure that girls can go to school
and that women have the opportunity to
make choices in their lives.

Goal 4:Reduce child mortality
Reduce the number of deaths of young 
children.
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Goal 5: Improve maternal
health
Improve the health of mothers before and
just after their babies are born.

Goal 6: Combat HIV/AIDS,
malaria, and other diseases 
Fight diseases like HIV/AIDS and malaria that
can be prevented and treated.

Goal 7:Ensure environmental
sustainability
Make sure that the environment is protected
for both people now and people in the future.
Reduce by half the number of people without
clean drinking water and sanitation.

Goal 8: Develop a global 
partnership for development
Help to create better, fairer business and
trade opportunities. This will reduce poverty
and help throughout the world.

http://www .unicef.org/mdg/
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Measuring Success: The Millennium
Development Goals (MDGs)

Reading Strategies
Here are four strategies that you will use to interpret your assigned reading
or section of a reading.

q Summarize
In your own words, write the important information in the
section in one to two sentences.

q Question
Write one or two questions that you have about the section
that you want to know more about or that are unclear.

q React
Write down some of the feelings or reactions you are having
as you read the section.

q Connect
Make a connection between what you are reading in the section
and other parts of the reading or other ideas we have
explored or discussed in this lesson, unit, or class.
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